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Bhakt i vedanta Swam Prabhupada.

For ewor d

For peopl e who have conme to accept every pronouncenent of nodern
scientists as tested and proven truth, this book will be an eye-opener
Life Cones FromLife is an inpronptu but brilliant critique of sone of
the dom nant policies, theories and presuppositions of nbdern science
and scientists by one of the greatest phil osophers and scholars of the
century, His Divine Giace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swam Prabhupada. Srila
Prabhupada' s vivid anal ysis uncovers the hidden and bl atantly unfounded
assunptions that underlie currently fashi onable doctrines concerning the
origins and purpose of life.

Thi s book is based on taped norning-wal k conversations that Srila
Prabhupada had with some of his disciples during 1973, in the Los
Angel es area. On those nornings when he focused on science, Srila
Prabhupada spoke mainly with his disciple Thoudam D. Singh, Ph.D. An
organi c chemist, Dr. Singh presently directs the Bhaktivedanta
Institute, an international center for advanced study and research in
sci ence, philosophy and theol ogy.

Each day, wherever in the world he happened to be, Srila Prabhupada
woul d go out for a lengthy stroll in the chill quietude of the early
norni ng, and cl oaked in a warmw ap, he would share intimte nonents
with a small group of students, disciples and special guests. Some
nor ni ngs found himinmrersed in contenplation or qui et appreciation of
the surroundings, and little dial ogue energed. At other tinmes he spoke
at great length, and often with considerable intensity, on various
subj ects. During these ani mated di scourses he denonstrated that
phi | osophi cal anal ysis need not be a dull, abstruse affair, but can be a



dynam c cutting edge into every sphere of life. Nothing could escape his
keen intellect, deep spiritual insight and unconmon wit. Rejecting
superficial and dogmatic thinking, he edified, challenged, cajoled,
charnmed and enlightened his students, and he carefully guided themto
i ncreased insight and under st andi ng.

Srila Prabhupada (1896-1977) is an internationally recognized
aut hor, scholar and spiritual preceptor, and he is wi dely esteened as
India's greatest cultural anbassador to the world. In Life Conmes From
Life, Srila Prabhupada takes the role of philosopher-social critic. Wth
phi | osophi cal rigor, profound common sense and di sarning frankness, he
exposes not only nodern science's nethodol ogi cal shortcom ngs and
unexani ned bi ases but also the unverified (and unverifiable)
specul ations that scientists present to the trusting public as known
fact. Thus Srila Prabhupada breaks the spell of the materialistic and
ni hilistic myths which, masqueradi ng as sci ence, have so bew tched
nodern civilization.

--The Publishers

I ntroducti on

Sci ence: Truth and Fiction

Once upon a tine (as in a fairy tale), nost of us believed that the
food we ate was basically whol esone, nutritious and free from danger ous
chem cal s, that advertising nay have been believable, and that product
| abel s truly described the qualities and contents of what we fed
oursel ves and our fanilies. Once upon a tine, nost of the world believed
inthe integrity of our heads of state, high-ranking political officials
and | ocal |eaders. Once upon a tine, we thought our children were
getting a solid education in the public school system Once upon a tine,
many of us believed atonic energy had "peacetine uses" that were
perfectly safe and conpletely congruous with a happy and healt hy
soci ety.

Yet in recent tinmes our illusions have been shattered. Repeated
exposes of widespread consuner fraud and grand political collusion and
bri bery have all but destroyed our fornmer innocence. W now know t hat
t hrough mass marketing and the nmedia, a veil of fantasy and deception
can be created with such unprecedented expertise that it can becone
i npossi ble for us to distinguish between substance and sinul ati on
reality and illusion.

Today nany scientists are propagating the doctrine that life
originates frommatter. However, they cannot provide proof, either
experimentally or theoretically. In fact, they hold their stance
essentially on faith, in the face of all sorts of scientific objections.
Srila Prabhupada points out that this groundl ess dogna has done great
damage to noral and spiritual standards worl dwi de and has thus caused
i ncal cul abl e suffering.

Though beset by internal doubt and division, nodern scientists have
sonehow managed to present a united front to the nonscientific public.
Their behavior brings to mnd the worst in political and corporate



trickery. For instance, despite the recent outcry over their nmasking the
difficulties of maintaining safety standards at nucl ear power plants,
the scientists and the governnent renmain conmitted to nucl ear power and
even nmake light of the fact that there is no safe way of dealing with
radi oactive waste.

In popul ar works and in textbooks scientists present their account
of the material origin of life as the only possible scientific
conclusion. They claimthat no other theory can be scientifically
acceptable. And so everyone is taught that |ife gradually arose from
chem cals, a "prinordial soup" consisting of anino acids, proteins and
other essential ingredients. Yet in their journals and private
di scussions, the sane scientists acknowl edge that their theory has
grave, sonetines insuperable difficulties. For exanple, certain features
of the DNA codi ng nechani sm cast serious doubt upon the substance of
evol utionary thought. The noted biologist W H Thorpe wites, "Thus we
may be faced with a possibility that the origin of life, like the origin
of the universe, becones an inpenetrable barrier to science and a bl ock
which resists all attenpts to reduce biology to chem stry and physics."
The highly comitted evol utionist Jacques Monod has pointed out these
sanme difficulties. Theodi sius Dobzhansky, another proninent advocate of
evol ution, can only agree: "Qur scientific know edge is, of course,
quite insufficient to give anything |ike satisfactory accounts of these
transitions [fromno life to life, fromno nmnd to mnd]. Biologists as
basically different in their... views as W H. Thorpe and Jacques Monod
agree that the origin of life is a difficult and thus far intractable
and unsol ved problem | concur." Dobzhansky goes on to call the origin
of life "mracul ous." These adm ssions by Dobzhansky, Mnod and Thor pe
are by no nmeans unique. Yet in popular presentations and textbooks one
finds little hint of such wi despread doubt.

Nobel prize-w nning physicist Eugene Wgner has shown that the
probability of the existence of a self-duplicating unit is zero. Since
the ability to reproduce is one of the fundanmental characteristics of
all living organi sns, Wgner concludes that our present understandi ng of
physi cs and chem stry does not enable us to explain the phenonenon of
life. Herbert Yockey has denonstrated by information theory that even a
single informati onal nol ecul e such as cytochrone ¢ (what to speak of
conpl ex organi sns) could not have arisen by chance in the estinated
lifetime of the earth: "One nust conclude that, contrary to the
establ i shed and current wi sdom a scenario describing the genesis of
life on earth by chance and natural causes which can be accepted on the
basis of fact and not faith has not yet been witten."

As we can see, on the one hand many scientists have a deep persona
conmitrment to the concept that |ife cones fromnmatter. On the other hand
they admt that they do not have the evidence to corroborate their
conviction, and that their theory is beset with intractabl e probl ens.
They are convinced that |life arose fromnmatter and is reducible to
matter, yet at the same tine they nust confess to having scant
scientific grounds for their conviction. Thus their theory is a priori
it supersedes the scientific nmethod and science itself. Their fervent,
al nost nessianic hope is that soneday, sonehow, soneone nay be able to
validate it, and in the neantine their faith i s unshakabl e.

Dazzling technol ogi cal achi evenents have given nbdern scientists an
aura of infallibility, and so when the scientists present untested or
unprovabl e theories about life's origin, people tend to accept with



blind faith. In Passages About Earth WIlliamIlrw n Thonpson wites,
"Just as once there was no appeal fromthe power of the churches w thout
ri sking dammation, so now there is no appeal fromthe power of science
wi thout risking a charge of irrationality or insanity." And as bot ani st
Garrett Hardin notes, anyone who questions the status of Darw n
"inevitably attracts the specul ative psychiatric eye to hinself."

The dial ogues in Life Cones FromLife nmay seemrevol utionary, but
then were not Newton, Pasteur and Einstein scientific revolutionaries?
Life Cones From Life does not sinply criticize those who support the
theory that matter is the origin of life. Rather, this book encourages
themto rededicate thenselves to a nore genuine and intense quest for
truth and know edge, and to thereby redirect their val uable
intelligence, resources and work toward the true benefit of the world.

The First Morning Wal k

Recorded on April 18, 1973,

Srila Prabhupada is acconpani ed by Dr. Thoudam Danodara Si ngh
Kar andhar a dasa adhi kari, Brahmananda Svam and ot her students.

Life on O her Planets

Srila Prabhupada. Even on the sun and noon there are living entities.
VWhat is the opinion of the scientists?

Dr. Singh. They say there is no life there

Srila Prabhupada. That is nonsense. There is life there.

Dr. Singh. They say that there is no Ilife on the noon because they did
not find any there.

Srila Prabhupada. Wiy do they believe that? The noon planet is covered
with dust, but within that dust the living entities can live. Every

at nosphere is suitable for life--any atnosphere. Therefore the Vedas[1]
describe the living entities as sarva-gatah, which neans "existing in
all circunstances." The living entity is not material. Al though encaged
in a nmaterial body, he is not material. But when we speak of different
at nospheres, we refer to different material conditions.

Kar andhara. They say that the noon's atnosphere is unsuitable for life,
but all they can legitinmately say is that it is unsuitable for life as
they know it.

Srila Prabhupada. The Vedas say that the living entity has no connection
with material things. He cannot be burned, cut, dried up or noistened.
This is discussed in Bhagavad-gita.][2]

Dr. Singh. Scientists extend their know edge about life on this planet,
thinking that it nust apply to life on other planets also.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. They are thinking forenost of their own sel ves.
They are thinking limtedly, in terns of their own circunstances. This
is what we call "Dr. Frog's philosophy. [Laughter.]

Once there was a frog in a well, and when a friend informed hi m of
the existence of the Atlantic Ccean, he asked the friend, "Ch, what is
this Atlantic Ccean?"

"It is a vast body of water,"” his friend replied.

"How vast? Is it twice the size of this well?"



"Ch, no--nuch, nmuch larger,"” his friend repli ed.

"How nmuch larger? Ten times the size?" In this way, the frog went
on calculating. But what is the possibility or ever understandi ng the
vast ness of the great ocean in this way? Qur faculties, our experience,
and our powers of speculation are always limted. The specul ati ons of
the scientists only give rise to such frog phil osophy.

Kar andhara. The basis of what they call "scientific integrity" is that
they talk only about what they can directly experience.

Srila Prabhupada. You may tal k about your experience, and | may talk
about ny experience. But why should | accept your experience? You may be
a fool, so why should I also becone a fool? You may be a frog, but
suppose | ama whale. Wiy should | take your well as all in all? You
have your nethod of acquiring scientific know edge, and | have mine

Dr. Singh. Because the scientists haven't detected any water on the
surface of the noon, they've concluded that no life could survive there.
Srila Prabhupada. They haven't seen the whol e surface of the noon.
Suppose soneone were to cone here from another planet, drop into the
Arabi an Desert and then return hone. Could he conme to a conplete
concl usi on about the nature of the whole earth? Hi s know edge woul d not
be conpl ete.

Kar andhara. They have a device that senses water. They say they've had
it orbit the noon, and they've concluded that the noon has no water and
therefore no life.

Srila Prabhupada. Even if, as on the sun, there is apparently no water,
still there are living entities there. How does a cactus grow in the
desert, apparently without water?

Karandhara. It gets water fromthe atnosphere

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, because the atnosphere contains all the elenents
needed to sustain life: earth, water, fire, air and ether. In anything
material, all these elenents are present. For exanple, in ny body there
is water, although you cannot see it. Simlarly, you don't see fire in
ny body, yet ny body is warm Where does this warnth conme fron? You
don't see any fire. Do you see any fire burning in ny body? Then where
does the warnth cone fron? What is the answer?

The Universe in the Atom

Srila Prabhupada. Al matter is a conbination of five gross el enents
(earth, water, fire, air and ether) and three subtle elenents (nmnd
intelligence and fal se ego).

Kar andhara. According to the Vedic science, naterial energy begins with
the false ego and then develops into the intelligence, then the m nd and
then the gross el enments--ether, air, fire and so on. So the sane basic
ingredients are present in all matter. Is this right?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. The creation of the material universe is |like the
growm h of a great banyan tree[3] froma tiny seed. No one can see the
tree within the seed, but all the necessary ingredients for the tree are
there, including the required intelligence. Actually, everyone's body is
sinmply a sanple universe. Your body and ny body are different universes,
smal | universes. Therefore, all eight material elenents are present
within our bodies, just as they are within the whol e universe.

Simlarly, an insect's body is another universe.

Karandhara. How about the aton®

Srila Prabhupada. The sanme fornula applies: all these constituents are
within the atom Anor aniyan nahato mahi yan (Katha Upani sad 1.2.20).
This means that whether sonething is extrenely large or infinitesinal



it is still made of the sane basic elenents. This is true everywhere in
the material world. Just as a wonan's snall watch has all the requisite
machi nery for its snooth functioning, so an ant has all the necessary
brai n substance to nanage its affairs nicely. Howis this possible? To
answer this properly, you nust mnutely exam ne the brain tissues in the
ant. But this you cannot do. Moreover, there are innunerable insects
snal l er than the ant. So there nust be a nechanical arrangenent for al
this detailed activity, but scientists cannot discover it.

Rel ativity and Know edge

Srila Prabhupada. Al living entities possess the required intelligence
to execute four principles: eating, sleeping, sexual intercourse and
defense. These four principles exist even in the atom The only
difference in the hunan being is that he has the extra intelligence with
which to understand God. This is the difference. Ahara-nidra-bhaya-

mai t hunam ca samanam et at pasu-bhir naranam Eating, sleeping, sex life
and defense are to be found everywhere. You have seen trees grow ng.
Wherever there is a knot, the bark does not go this way; it goes that
way. [Srila Prabhupada gestures to show that a tree's bark grows not
over a knot, but around it.] The tree has intelligence: "If | go this
way, | will be blocked, so | will go that way." But where are its eyes?
How can it see? It has intelligence. That intelligence may not be as
good as yours, but it is intelligence. Simlarly, a child also has
intelligence, though not as devel oped as his father's. In due course of
tinme, when the child gets a body like that of his father, the child's
intelligence will be fully devel oped and exhi bited.

Dr. Singh. Then intelligence is relative

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. Everything is relative. You have your body, your
duration of life, and your intelligence, and the ant has his. Both we
and the ant live for one hundred years, but the | ength of our hundred-
year life-span is relative to our bodies. Even Brahnm, the |ongest-
living entity in this universe, lives for one hundred years. To us the
ant's life-span may seemonly a few days. In the sane way, on other

pl anets with atnospheres different fromthe earth's, there are life-
forns suited to those conditions. But the scientists try to view
everything according to the relative conditions of planet earth. This is
nonsense. Wiy are they doing that? If the whole cosnmic nmanifestation
follows the law of relativity, how can the scientist say that the
conditions of this planet nust apply to life on other planets? The Vedas
i nstruct us that know edge nust al ways be considered in terns of desa-
kal a- patra. Desa nmeans "circunstances," kala neans "tine," and patra
neans "the object." W nust understand everything by taking these three
el ements into consideration. For exanple, a fish is living very
confortably in the water, and we are shivering on the shore of the sea.
This is because ny desa-kal a-patra and the fish's desa-kala-Patra are
different. But if we conclude that the sea gulls will also shiver in the
water, that is nonsense; their desa-kala-patra is again different. There
are 8,400,000 different species of life in the material cosnic

mani festati on, and each speci es nust adjust to circunstances
differently. Even on this planet, you cannot go |live confortably in

Al aska, although it is Arerica. Sinlarly, the living entities enjoying
life in Alaska do not cone here.

Karandhara. Relativity, then, is based upon our individual situation
Srila Prabhupada. Yes. Therefore it is said that what is food for one is
poi son for another.



Br ahmananda Swam . Because scientists cannot survive on the noon, they
think no one el se can

The 8.6-Billion-Year Day

Dr. Singh. The problemw th the world is that practically everyone is
thinking only in terns of his own circunstances--and that is nonsense.
Student. Someone who has never gone out of his village thinks that his
village is the whole world.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. The frog is always thinking in terns relative to
his well. He has no power to think otherwi se. The ocean is great, but he
is thinking of the ocean's greatness in terns relative to his own
greatness. Simlarly, God is great, but we are thinking of God in terns
of relative greatness, greatness relative to our own. There are certain
i nsects that are born at night, and they grow, bear offspring and die--
al |l before daybreak. They never see the norning. So if they concl ude
that there is no norning, that is nonsense. In the sane way, as soon as
we hear fromthe sastras [reveal ed scriptures] that Brahnma's duration of
life is equivalent to mllions of our years, we do not believe it. W
say, "How can it be?" But Bhagavad-gita (8.17) says, sahasra-yuga-

par yant am ahar yad brahnmano vi duh: "Four billion three hundred mllion
earth years equal Brahma's twelve hours." Even a | eading |ndian
politician who was known as a great scholar of the Gta could not accept
this information. He said it is nental speculation. Such a rascal! Yet
he is passing as an inportant scholar. This is the problem Rascals and
fool s are passing as scholars, scientists and phil osophers, and
therefore the whole world is being nisguided.

The Second Morni ng Wal k

Recorded on April 19, 1973,

Srila Prabhupada is acconpanied by Dr. Singh, Karandhara dasa adhikari
Brahnmananda Svani and ot her students.

Darwi ni sm Exti nct

Srila Prabhupada. This material world is a conposition of three
qualities--sattva, rajas and tamas (goodness, passion and ignorance)--
whi ch are working everywhere. These three qualities are present in
various proportions in all species of life. For exanple, sone trees
produce nice fruit, while others are sinply neant for fuel. This is due
to the association of particular qualities of nature. Anbng aninals

al so, these three qualities are present. The cowis in the quality of
goodness, the lion in passion, and the nonkey in ignorance. According to
Darwin, Darwin's father is a nonkey. [Laughter.] He has theorized
foolishly.

Dr. Singh. Darwin has said that sone speci es becone extinct in the
struggle for survival. Those which are capable of surviving wll
survive, but those which are not will becone extinct. So he says
survival and extinction go side by side.

Srila Prabhupada. Nothing is extinct. The nonkey is not extinct.
Darwin's inmedi ate forefather, the nonkey, is still existing.
Karandhara. Darwin said there nmust be a natural selection. But selection
nmeans choice. So who is choosi ng?



Srila Prabhupada. That nust be a person. Wo is allow ng soneone to
survive and soneone to be killed? There nust be sone authority with

di scretion to give such an order. That is our first proposition. Wo
that authority is, is explained in Bhagavad-gita. Krsna says,
mayadhyaksena prakrtih: "Nature is working under My supervision." (Bg.
9.10)

Dr. Singh. Darwin also says that the different species were not created
si mul t aneously, but evol ved gradually.

Srila Prabhupada. Then what is his explanation for how the process of
evol uti on began?

Kar andhara. Mbdern proponents of Darwi nismsay that the first living
organi smwas created chemcally.

Srila Prabhupada. And | say to them "If life originated from chem cal s,
and if your science is so advanced, then why can't you create life

bi ochemi cally in your |aboratories?"

In the Future

Kar andhara. They say they will create life in the future.

Srila Prabhupada. What future? Wen this crucial point is raised, they
reply, "We shall do it in the future.”" Why in the future? That is
nonsense. "Trust no future, however pleasant." If they are so advanced,
t hey must denonstrate now how life can be created from chem cal s

QO herwi se what is the neaning of their advancenent? They are tal king
nonsense.

Kar andhara. They say that they are right on the verge of creating life.
Srila Prabhupada. That's only a different way of saying the sanme thing:
“In the future." The scientists nust adnit that they still do not know
the origin of I[ife. Their claimthat they will soon prove a chenica
origin of life is sonething |ike paying soneone with a postdated check
Suppose | give you a postdated check for ten thousand dollars but |
actual ly have no noney. What is the value of that check? Scientists are
claimng that their science is wonderful, but when a practical exanple
is wanted, they say they will provide it in the future. Suppose | say
that | possess nmillions of dollars, and when you ask ne for sone noney |
say, "Yes, | will now give you a big postdated check. Is that al

right?" If you are intelligent, you will reply, "At present give ne at

| east five dollars in cash so | can see sonething tangible." Simlarly,
the scientists cannot produce even a single blade of grass in their

| aboratories, yet they are claining that life is produced from

chem cals. What is this nonsense? Is no one questioning this?

Kar andhara. They say that life is produced by chenical |aws.

Srila Prabhupada. As soon as there is a law, we nust take into

consi deration that soneone nmade the | aw. Despite all their so-called
advancenent, the scientists in their |laboratories cannot produce even a
bl ade of grass. Wiat kind of scientists are they?

Dr. Singh. They say that in the ultimte analysis, everything canme from
matter. Living matter cane fromnonliving nmatter

Srila Prabhupada. Then where is this living matter com ng from now? Do
the scientists say that life came frommatter in the past but does not
at the present? Wiere is the ant comng fromnow-fromthe dirt?

The M ssing Link

Dr. Singh. in fact, there are several theories explaining howlife
originated fromnmatter, how living matter came fromthe nonliving.
Srila Prabhupada. [casting Dr. Singh in the role of a materialistic
scientist]. Al right, scientist, why is life not comng fromnatter



now? You rascal. Wiy isn't life comng fromnmatter now? Actually such
scientists are rascals. They childishly say that life cane from matter
al t hough they are not at all able to prove it. Qur Krsna consci ousness
novenent shoul d expose all these rascals. They are only bluffing. Wy
don't they create life imediately? In the past, they say, life arose
frommatter; and they say that this will happen again in the future
They even say that they will create life frommatter. Wat kind of
theory is this? They have already commented that |life began frommatter
This refers to the past--"began." Then why do they now speak of the
future? Is it not contradictory? They are expecting the past to occur in
the future. This is childish nonsense.

Karandhara. They say that |ife arose frommatter in the past and that
they will create life this way in the future.

Srila Prabhupada. What is this nonsense? If they cannot prove that life
arises fromnmatter in the present, how do they know life arose this way
in the past?

Dr. Singh. They are assum ng. .

Srila Prabhupada. Everyone can assune, but this is not science. Everyone
can assune sonething. You can assune sonething, | can assunme sonet hi ng.
But there nust be proof. W can prove that life arises fromlife. For
exanpl e, a father begets a child. The father is living, and the child is
living. But where is their proof that a father can be a dead stone?
VWhere is their proof? W can easily prove that life begins fromlife.
And the original life is Krsna. That al so can be proven. But what

evi dence exists that a child is born of stone? They cannot actually
prove that |life cones fromnmatter. They are | eaving that aside for the
future. [Laughter.]

Kar andhara. The scientists say that they can now fornul ate acids, am no
acids, that are alnost |ike one-celled living organisns. They say that
because these acids so closely resenble living beings, there nust be
just one missing link needed before they can create life.

Srila Prabhupada. Nonsense! Mssing link. I'Il challenge themto their
face! [Laughter.] They are nissing this challenge. The missing link is
this challenge to their face

Nobel Prize for an Ass

Dr. Singh. Sone scientists hope that in the future they will be able to
nmake babies in test tubes.

Srila Prabhupada. Test tubes?

Dr. Singh. Yes, they intend to conbine nmale and fenale elenents in

bi ol ogi cal | aboratories.

Srila Prabhupada. If they begin with living entities, what is the
purpose of the test tube? It is only a place for conbination, but so is
the wonb. Wiere is the credit for the scientists if this is already
bei ng done in nature's test tube?

Karandhara. It is already being done by nature, but when sone scientist
does it, people will give himthe Nobel Prize.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, that is stated in Srinad-Bhagavatam sva-vid-
var ahostra- kharai h sanstutah purusah pasuh.[4] This verse indicates that
t hose who praise nmen who are like animals are no better than dogs, hogs,
canel s and asses. Sva neans "dog," vid-varaha neans "stool -eating hog,"
ustra neans "canel," and khara neans "ass." If the Nobel Prize is given
to a scientist who is a rascal, the nen on the commttee who give him
that prize are no better than dogs, hogs, canels and asses. W don't
accept them as hunan beings. One animal is praised by another aninal



Where is the credit in that? If the nen on the conmttee are no better
than ani mals, anyone who receives the Nobel Prize in science is foo
nunber one, because aninals are praising him not hunan bei ngs.

Dr. Singh. For sonme scientists, the Nobel Prize is the ultimte

Srila Prabhupada. They are rascals. They are speaki ng nonsense, and
because they are juggling words, others are being m sl ed.

Br ahmananda Swam . Nobel is the person who invented dynamite.

Srila Prabhupada. He has created great nisfortune, and he has left his
noney for creating further msfortune. [Laughter.]

Brahmananda Swami . The G ta says that denoni ac peopl e perform acts neant
to destroy the world.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. Ugra-karnmanah ksayaya jagato 'hitah (Bg. 16.9).
They performacts nmeant for inauspiciousness and the destruction of the
wor | d.

The Difference Between the Living and the Nonliving

[Srila Prabhupada points at a dead tree with his cane.]

Srila Prabhupada. Fornerly |eaves and twigs were growing fromthis tree.
Now t hey are not. How would the scientists explain this?

Kar andhara. They woul d say the tree's chemnical conposition has changed.
Srila Prabhupada. To prove that theory, they nust be able to inject the
proper chenicals to nmake branches and | eaves grow again. The scientific
net hod i ncl udes observation, hypothesis and then denonstration. Then it
is perfect. But the scientists cannot actually denonstrate in their

| aboratories that |ife comes frommatter. They sinply observe and then
speak nonsense. They are like children. In our childhood, we observed a
granmophone box and thought that within the box was a man singing, an
electric man. W thought there nust have been an electric man or sone
kind of ghost in it. [Laughter.]

Dr. Singh. One of the popul ar questions that arises when we start
studying biology is "What is the difference between a |iving organi sm
and that which is not living?" The textbooks say that the chief
characteristics that distinguish the two are that a living being can
nove and reproduce, whereas dead matter can do neither. But the books
never tal k about the nature of the soul or about the consciousness of
the living entity.

Srila Prabhupada. But consciousness is the prinary indication that life
is present. Only because of consciousness can a living being nove and
reproduce. Because a person is conscious, he thinks of marrying, and
begetting children. And the original consciousness is described in the
Vedas: tad ai ksata bahu syam (Chandogya Upani sad 6.2.3). This neans that
God, the original conscious being, said, "I shall becone many." Wt hout
consci ousness, there is no possibility of by-products.

The I ndividual Living Force

Srila Prabhupada. The gardeners supply water to the green trees, so why
don't they supply water to this dead tree and nake it green?

Dr. Singh. From experience they know that it will not grow

Srila Prabhupada. Then what is the elenent that is |acking? Scientists
say that chemcals are the cause of life, but all the chemicals that
were present when the tree was alive are still there. And these

chem cals are still supporting the lives of many living entities such as
m crobes and insects. So they cannot say that life energy is lacking in
the body of the tree. The life energy is there.

Dr. Singh. But what about the life energy of the tree itself?



Srila Prabhupada. Yes, that is the difference. The living force is

i ndividual, and the particular individual living entity that was the
tree has left. This nust be the case, since all the chem cals necessary
to support life are still there, yet the tree is dead. Here is another
exanpl e. Suppose | amliving in an apartment, and then | leave it. | am
gone, but many other living entities renmain there--ants, spiders and so
forth. So it is not true that sinply because | have |left the apartnent,
it can no | onger accommpdate life. Oher living entities are stil

living there. It is sinply that |I--an individual |iving being--have
left. The chenmicals in the tree are like the apartnment: they are sinply
the environnent for the individual force--the soul--to act through. And
the soul is an individual. I aman individual, and therefore |I nay |eave
the apartnent. Sinmilarly, the nicrobes are also individuals; they have

i ndi vi dual consciousness. If they are noving in one direction but are
sonehow bl ocked, they think, "Let ne go the other way." They have
personality.

Karandhara. But in a dead body there is no personality.

Srila Prabhupada. This indicates that the individual soul has left that
body. The soul has left, and therefore the tree does not grow

Dr. Singh. Wthin the living body, Srila Prabhupada, there are

i nnumerable snmall living entities, but the individual self who owns the
body is also living there. |Is that correct?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. In ny body there are mllions of living entities.
In ny intestines there are many worns. |f they becone strong, then

what ever | eat, they eat, and | derive no benefit fromthe food.
Therefore those who are full of hookworns eat very nuch but do not grow.
They becone | ean and thin, and they are very hungry, because these snal
living entities are eating their food. So there are thousands and
mllions of living entities in ny body--they are individuals, and | am
an individual--but | amthe proprietor of the body, just as | nay be the
proprietor of a garden in which many nmillions of living entities reside.
Student. So if | eat krsna-prasada [food offered to Lord Krsna], are the
living entities in ny body al so eating prasada?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. You are very benevol ent. [Laughs.] You take
krsna- prasada for others.

Karandhara. Wl fare work.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, but there are so many things within you for them
to eat that you do not need to nake a separate endeavor to feed them

M ni mum Wor ds, Maxi mum Sol uti on

Srila Prabhupada. The individual soul is never |ost. He does not die,
nor is he born. He sinply changes fromone body to another, just as one
changes garments. This is perfect science.

Dr. Singh. But why don't scientists accept this?

Srila Prabhupada. They are not nice nen. They are rascals. They are not
even gentl emen. Under appropriate circunstances, gentlenen will have
sone shyness or sonme shane. But these nen are shanel ess. They cannot
properly answer our chall enges, yet they shanelessly claimthat they are
scientists and that they will create life. They are not even gentl enen.
At least | regard themlike that. A gentlenman will be ashaned to speak
nonsense.

Dr. Singh. They do not think before they speak

Srila Prabhupada. That neans that they are not human bei ngs. A hunan
bei ng thinks tw ce before saying anything. Krsna nakes the presence of
life within the body so easy to understand. He says:



dehino 'sm n yat ha dehe
kaumar am yauvanam j ar a

tat ha dehantara-praptir

dhiras tatra na nuhyat

["As the enbodi ed soul continually passes, in this body, from
boyhood to youth to old age, the soul sinmlarly passes into another body
at death. The self-realized soul is not bew |ldered by such a change."
(Bg. 2.13)] In these two lines, Krsna solves the whol e biol ogica
problem That is knowl edge. M ni num words, maxi num sol ution. Vol unes of
books expoundi ng nonsense have no neaning. Materialistic scientists are
i ke croaking frogs: ka-ka-ka, ka-ka-ka. [Srila Prabhupada intates the
sound of a croaking frog, and the others laugh.] The frogs are thinking,
"Ch, we are talking very nicely," but the result is that the snake finds
them and says, "Ch, here is a nice frog!" [Srila Prabhupada inmtates the
sound of a snake eating a frog.] Bup! Finished. Wen death cones,
everything is finished. The materialistic scientists are croaking--ka-
ka- ka--but when death cones, their scientific industry is finished, and
t hey becone dogs, cats or sonething like that.

The Third Morning Wal k

Recorded on April 28, 1973,

Srila Prabhupada is acconpanied by Dr. Singh, Karandhara dasa adhi kari
and ot her students.

Scientists as Thieves

Srila Prabhupada. [holding a rose in his hand]. Can any scientist create
a flower like this in the |aboratory?

Dr. Singh. That is not possible

Srila Prabhupada. No, it is not. Just see how wonderfully Krsna's energy
is working! No scientist can create a flower like this in his

| aboratory. They cannot create even a few grains of sand, yet they claim
to possess the nost advanced intellects in the universe. This is

f ool i sh.

Dr. Singh. They take matter fromKrsna, nmanipulate it, and then claim
that they have created sonet hi ng wonderf ul

Srila Prabhupada. At least if they would adnmit that they have taken the
matter fromKrsna, that would be good. W understand that everything
cones from Krsna.

Dr. Singh. But they will not adnit that they are taking anything from
Krsna. Instead they say that they are the creators.

Srila Prabhupada. How have they created anythi ng? They take the sand and
mx it with some chem cals and nake gl ass. They have not created the
sand or the chenmicals; they have taken themfromthe earth. How have

t hey created anything?

Dr. Singh. They say, "W have taken the materials fromnature."

Srila Prabhupada. "From nature" neans from a person. They have taken
fromnature, but they are thieves because everything in nature bel ongs
to Krsna. |savasyam i dam sarvam "Everything is God's creation."

(I sopani sad 1) In Bhagavad-gita Krsna states that if one does not



performyajna [sacrifice], he is a thief. Yajna neans acknow edgi ng t hat
t hi ngs have been taken from Krsna. W should think, "Krsna, You have

gi ven us many, nany things for our maintenance." This nuch

acknow edgnment Krsna wants; that's all. O herwi se, what can He expect
fromyou? Wiat are you in His presence? W should acknow edge Krsna's
ki ndness. Therefore, before we eat we offer the food to Krsna and say,
"Krsna, You have given us this nice food, so first You taste it." Then
we eat it. Krsna is not hungry, yet He can eat the whole world and then
again produce it exactly as it was. Purnasya purnam adaya purnam
evavasi syate (Isopanisad Invocation). Krsna is so perfect that if you
take fromKrsna all of Krsna's energy, all the original energy is stil
with Hm That is perfect conservation of energy.

The Origin of Nature

Dr. Singh. There is a scientific journal called Nature. It contains
articles concerning natural products like plants, flowers and ninerals,
but it does not nention God.

Srila Prabhupada. W may rightly observe that plants are being produced
by nature. But the next question we nust ask is, "W has produced
nature?" To ask this is real intelligence

Dr. Singh. They don't generally think about this

Srila Prabhupada. Then they are foolish. Were does nature cone fron? As
soon as we speak of nature, the next question should be, "Wose nature?"
Is it not so? For instance, | speak of ny nature, and you speak of your
nature. Therefore, as soon as we speak of nature, the next inquiry
shoul d be, "Wose nature?" Nature neans energy. And as soon as we speak
of energy, we nust inquire into the source of that energy. For exanple,
if you speak of electric energy, you nust accept its source, the

power house. How can you deny it? Electricity does not cone to us
automatically. Simlarly, nature is not working automatically; it is
under the control of Krsna.

Student. In the Vedas it is said that naterial energy works under
Krsna's direction

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. As soon as you speak of energy, there nust be a
sour ce.

The Mrage of the Material Wrld

Kar andhara. Geol ogists study the strata of the earth's crust to trace
out the origin of the earth.

Srila Prabhupada. But these strata are being created and destroyed at
every monent. Now they are one way, and a half hour fromnow they wll
be different. They are jagat, always changi ng. Krsna states in Bhagavad-
gita (8.4), adhibhutam ksaro bhavah: "Physical nature is known to be
endl essly mutable." Therefore, one cannot find out the source of al
energy sinply by observing the energy itself. Now the earth's strata may
be bl ack, later they may be white, and then again black. So the
geol ogi sts study the black color, then the white color, again the black
and so on. This is called punah punas carvita-carvananam "chew ng the
chewed."[5] Now it is cold, at mdday it will be warm and at night it
will be cold again. In this way, the entire material cosnic

mani festation is subject to different types of change. Even our bodies
are changi ng. Everything is changing. But what is the eternity behind
this changing? That is the subject of real know edge. The scientists do
not find that eternity, and therefore they are di sappoi nted. They think
that the background of everything is void, zero. They think that
eternity is zero. And when they are asked where this zero conmes from



they say, "It cones fromnothing." So we nust ask them "How have the
varieties cone about?" The Vedic conclusion is that variety is eternal

al t hough the changing varieties the scientists study in the nmateria
worl d are tenporary. These varieties are shadow varieties. Real variety
exists eternally in the spiritual world.

Dr. Singh. So the naterial universe is |ike a mrage?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. Suppose | think | see water in the desert when
there is not water. This is an illusion. Water exists, but not in the
mrage. Simlarly, the naterial varieties we see--the varieties of
enjoynment--are like that nirage. We, the living entities, are neant for
enjoynment, but we are seeking enjoynent in a false place--in an
illusion. W are like the desert aninmals who run after water in a nmirage
and eventually die of thirst. They cannot relieve their thirst with such
illusory water. Sinmlarly, we are trying to nanufacture many things to
satisfy our thirst for enjoynent, but we are being baffled at every turn

because material existence is an illusion. Therefore real intelligence
neans to inquire, "Wiere is the reality? Were is the eternal substance
behind the illusion?" if we can find that out, we can experience rea
enj oynent .

The Fourth Mrning Wal k

Recorded on April, 29, 1973,

Srila Prabhupada is acconpanied by Dr. Singh

Brahnmananda Svani, Kara ndhara dasa adhi kari and ot her students.

The Progress of the Asses

Srila Prabhupada. Everyone is suffering here in the material world, and
scientific inprovenment neans that the scientists are creating a
situation of further suffering. That's all. They are not maki ng

i mprovenents. Bhaktivinoda Thakura[ 6] confirns this by saying,

nohaj anam ya, anitya sansare, jivake karaye gadha: "By so-called
scientific inprovenents, the scientist has becone an ass." Moreover, he
is becoming a better and better ass, and nothing nore. Suppose that by
working very hard |like an ass, a person builds a skyscraper. He may
engage in a lifelong labor for this, but ultimately he nust die. He
cannot stay; he will be kicked out of his skyscraper, because materi al
life is inmpernmanent. Scientists are constantly doing research, and if
you ask them what they are doing, they say, "Ch, it is for the next
generation, for the future." But | say, "Wat about you? Wat about your
skyscraper? If in your next life you are going to be a tree, what wll
you do with your next generation then?" But he is an ass. He does not
know that he is going to stand before his skyscraper for ten thousand
years. And what about the next generation? If there is no petrol, what
wi Il the next generation do? And how will the next generation help him
if he is going to be a cat, a dog or a tree?

The scientists--and everyone el se--should endeavor to achieve
freedomfromthe repetition of birth and death. But instead, everyone is
becom ng nmore and nore entangled in the cycle of birth and death. Bhave
"sm n klisyanananam avi dya- kama- kar mabhi h. This is a quotation from
Sri mad- Bhagavatam (1.8.35). Here in one line the whole nmateria
exi stence is explained. This is literature. This one line is worth



t housands of years of research work. It explains howthe living entity
is taking birth in this world, where he conmes from where he is going,
what his activities should be, and nany ot her essential things. The
wor ds bhave 'smin klisyamananamrefer to the struggle for existence. Wy
does this struggle exist? Because of avidya, ignorance. And what is the
nature of that ignorance? Kama-karnmabhi h, being forced to work sinply
for the senses, or in other words, entanglenent in material sense
gratification.
Student. So, is it true that nodern scientific research increases the
demands of the body because the scientist is ultimately working to
gratify his senses?
Srila Prabhupada. Yes.
Word Jugglery and Wrld Crisis
Srila Prabhupada. It is said in the Vedas, yasnin vijnate sarvam evam
vi j natam bhavati: "If one knows the Absolute Truth, then all other
t hi ngs becone known." | amnot a Ph.D., yet | can chall enge the
scientists. Wiy? Because | know Krsna, the Absolute Truth. Yasnmin sthito
na duhkhena gurunapi vicalyate: "If one is situated in Krsna
consci ousness, then even in the greatest calamties he will not be
di sturbed." (Bg. 6.22) Srinmad-Bhagavatam (1.5.22) declares, avicyuto
"rthah kavibhir nirupito yad uttanasl oka-gunanuvarnanam "G eat
personal ities have decided that Krsna consciousness is the perfection of
life." This kind of knowl edge is required. Not that we do sone research
cone up with a theory, and after fifteen years say, "No, no, it is not
right--it is another thing." That is not science; that is child s play.
Dr. Singh. That is how they discover things--by research
Srila Prabhupada. And what is the cost of the research? It is a
scientific nethod for drawing noney fromothers, that's all. In other
words, it is cheating. Scientists juggle words |ike plutonium photons,
hydr ogen and oxygen, but what good will people get fromthis? Wen
peopl e hear this jugglery of words, what can they say? One scientist
expl ai ns something to some extent, and then another rascal cones al ong
and explains it again, but differently, with different words. And al
the tine the phenonenon has renmined the sane. What advancenent has been
made? They have sinply produced vol unes of books. Now there is a petro
problem Scientists have created it. If the petrol supply dw ndl es away,
what will these rascal scientists do? They are powerless to do anything
about it.
The Billion-Dollar Dustheap
Srila Prabhupada. Now there is a scarcity of water in India, but what
are the scientists doing about it? There is nore than enough water in
the world, so why don't the scientists bring water where it is urgently
requi red? They should enploy irrigation i mredi ately. But instead they
are going to the noon, the dusty planet, to nmake it fertile. Wy don't
they irrigate this planet? There's plenty of seawater, so why don't they
irrigate the Sahara or the Arabian or Rajasthani Desert? "Yes," they
say, "in the future. W are trying." In their pride, they imediately
say, "Yes, yes. W are trying." In Bhagavad-gita it is said that when
one is engaged in the business of satisfying unnecessary desires, he
beconmes bereft of all intelligence (kamais tais tair hrta-jnanah).

This moon project is childish. Those who aspire to go to the noon
are like crying children. Achild cries, "Mther, give ne the noon," so
the nother gives the child a mrror and says, "Here is the noon, ny dear



son."” And the child takes the mirror, sees the moon in it and says, "OCh,
| have the noon." Unfortunately, this is not just a story.

Kar andhara. After spending all that noney to go to the noon and bring
back just a few rocks, the people on the space project decided that
there was nothing nore to do there.

Br ahmananda Swami . Now they want to go to another planet, but they are
short of nobney. Going to other planets costs nillions and billions of
dol I ars.

Srila Prabhupada. People work very hard while the rascal governnent

t akes taxes and spends noney unnecessarily. There should be no synpathy
when so nuch hard-earned noney comes fromthe public and is spent so
foolishly. Now the | eaders are presenting another bluff "Don't worry, we
are going to another planet. Now we shall bring nore dust. W shal

bring tons of dust. Ch, yes, now we shall have tons of dust."

Dr. Singh. They believe there may be life on Mars

Srila Prabhupada. They may believe or not believe. Wiat is the

di fference? Life exists here, but people are fighting. So suppose there
is life on Mars. There is Iife on Mars, undoubtedly. But what will we
gain fromthis?

Dr. Singh. People are curious to know what is going on there

Srila Prabhupada. That nmeans that for their childish curiosity they nust
spend vast sums of nobney. Just see the fun. And when they are asked to
hel p one of the many poverty-stricken countries, they say, "No. No
noney." Do you see?

Sankhya Phi | osophy and Modern Sci ence

Dr. Singh. Srila Prabhupada, may we hear a little bit about Sankhya

phi | osophy?

Srila Prabhupada. There are actually two kinds of Sankhya phil osophy:

t he anci ent Sankhya phil osophy originally taught by Lord Kapil adeva, and
t he nodern Sankhya phil osophy taught nore recently by the atheist
Kapila. Lord Kapila's Sankhya expl ains how to becone detached from
matter and search out Lord Visnu within the heart. This Sankhya is
actually a process of devotional service. But the nodern Sankhya

phi | osophy sinply analyzes the material world into its various el enents.
In that respect, it is just like nodern scientific research. Sankhya
neans "to count." W are al so Sankhya phil osophers to sone extent
because we count the material elenments: this is land, this is water,
this is fire, this is air, this is ether. Furthernore, | can count ny
mnd, nmy intelligence and ny ego. Beyond ny ego, however, | cannot
count. But Krsna says that there is sonething beyond the ego, and that
is the living force. This is what scientists do not know. They think
that life is merely a conbination of material elenents, but Krsna denies
this in the Bhagavad-gita (7.5):

apareyamitas tv anyam
prakrtimviddhi nme param
j i va- bhut am maha- baho
yayedam dharyat e j agat

"Besides this inferior nature [earth, water, fire, air, ether
mnd, intelligence and fal se ego] there is a superior energy of M ne,
whi ch consists of all the living entities who are struggling with
mat eri al nature and sustaining the universe."



Dr. Singh. Are both the inferior and the superior energies studied in
noder n Sankhya phil osophy?

Srila Prabhupada. No. Mdern Sankhya phil osophers do not study the
superior energy. They sinply analyze the nmaterial elenents, just as the
scientists are doing. The scientists do not know that there is spirit
soul, nor do the Sankhya phil osophers.

Dr. Singh. They are analyzing the creative material elenents?

Srila Prabhupada. The material elenents are not creative!l Only the sou
is creative. Life cannot be created fromnatter, and nmatter cannot
create itself. You, a living entity, can nmix hydrogen and oxygen to
create water. But matter itself has no creative potency. If you place a
bottl e of hydrogen near a bottle of oxygen, will they automatically
conbi ne, without your hel p?

Dr. Singh. No. They nust be m xed

Srila Prabhupada. O course. Oxygen and hydrogen are Krsna's inferior
energy, but when you, the superior energy, mx them then they can
becone wat er.

The Renpte Cause and the | nmedi ate Cause

Srila Prabhupada. Inferior energy has no power unless superior energy is
i nvol ved. This sea [indicating the Pacific Ccean] is calmand quiet. But
when the superior force, air, pushes it, it manifests high waves. The
ocean has no power to nove wi thout the superior force of the air.
Simlarly, there is another force superior to the air, and another and
another, until ultimtely we arrive at Krsna. This is real research
Krsna controls nature just as an engineer controls a train. The engi neer
controls the | oconotive, which pulls one car, and that car in turn pulls
anot her, which pulls another, and so the whole train is noving.
Simlarly, with the creation, Krsna gives the first push, and then, by
nmeans of successive pushes, the entire cosm c manifestation cones into
being and is maintained. This is explained in Bhagavad-gita (9.10).
Mayadhyaksena prakrtih suyate sacaracaram "This nmaterial nature is

wor ki ng under My direction and is producing all noving and unnovi ng
beings.” And in the Fourteenth Chapter (14.4) Krsna says:

sarva-yoni su kaunt eya
nurt ayah sanbha vanti yah
t asam br ahma mahad yonir

aham bi j a- pradah pita

"Al'l species of life are nade possible by birth in this materia
nature, O son of Kunti, and | amthe seed-giving father." For exanpl e,
if we sow a banyan seed, a huge tree eventually cones up and, along with
it, mllions of new seeds. Each of these seeds can in turn produce
another tree with nmllions of new seeds, and so on. This is how Krsna
the original seed-giving father, is the prinary cause of everything we
see.

Unfortunately, the scientists observe only the i medi ate cause;
t hey cannot perceive the renbte cause. Krsna is described in the Vedas
as sarva- karana- karanam the cause of all causes. If one understands the
cause of all causes, then he understands everything. Yasmin vijnate
sarvam evam vi j nat am bhavati: "If one knows the original cause, the
subordi nate causes are autonatically known." Although the scientists are
searching after the original cause, when the Vedas, perfect know edge,
declare the original cause to be the Suprene Personality of Godhead, the



scientists won't accept it. They keep to their partial, inperfect

know edge. This is their disease.

The Cosmi c Machi ne

Srila Prabhupada. Scientists do not know that there are two types of
energy--inferior and superior--although they are actually working with
these two energies every day. Material energy can never work

i ndependently; it nust first cone in contact with spiritual energy. So
how can peopl e accept that the entire cosmc nanifestation, which is
not hi ng but matter, has cone about automatically? A conpetent nachine
does not work unless a man who knows how to work it pushes a button. A
Cadillac is a nice car, but if it has no driver, what is the use of it?
So the material universe is also a nachine.

Peopl e are amazed at seeing a big nachine with nany, nmany parts,
but an intelligent person knows that however wonderful a nmachi ne may be,
it does not work unless an operator cones and pushes the proper button
Therefore, who is nore inportant--the operator or the nachine? So we are
concerned not with the material machine--this cosmic manifestation--but

with its operator, Krsna. Now you nay say, "Well, how do I know that He
is the operator?" Krsna says, mayadhyaksena prakrtih suyate sacaracaram
"Under My direction the whole cosnic manifestation is working." If you

say, "No, Krsna is not the operator behind the cosnps,” then you have to
accept another operator, and you nust present him But this you cannot
do. Therefore, in the absence of your proof, you should accept mne

The Fifth Morning Wal k

Recorded on May 3, 1973,

Srila Prabhupada is acconpanied by Dr. Singh and Brahmananda Svani.

The I nvisible Pilot

Srila Prabhupada. Al nbst everyone in the world is under the false
inpression that life is born frommatter. W cannot allow this
nonsensi cal theory to go unchall enged. Life does not cone fromnatter
Matter is generated fromlife. This is not theory; it is fact. Science
is based on an incorrect theory; therefore all its calculations and
concl usi ons are wong, and people are suffering because of this. Wen
all these m staken nodern scientific theories are corrected, people wll
beconme happy. So we nust chall enge the scientists and defeat them
otherwise they will nislead the entire society. Matter changes in six
phases: birth, growth, nmaintenance, production of by-products, dw ndling
and death. But the life within matter, the spirit soul, is eternal; it
goes through no such changes. Life appears to be devel opi ng and

decayi ng, but actually it is sinply passing through each of these six
phases until the material body can no | onger be nmintained. Then the old
body dies, and the soul enters a new body. When our clothing is old and
worn, we change it. Simlarly, one day our bodi es becone old and

usel ess, and we pass on to a new body.

As Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita (2.13), dehino 'sm n yatha dehe
kaumar am yauvanam jara/ tatha dehantara-praptih: "As the enbodi ed sou
continually passes, in this body, from boyhood to youth to old age, the
soul simlarly passes into another body at death.” And a little later
(2.18): antavanta ine deha nityasyok-tah saririnah. This neans that only



the material body of the indestructible and eternal living entity is
subj ect to destruction. The nmaterial body is perishable, but the life
within the body is nitya, eternal

Everyt hing works on the basis of this living force. This is the
Paci fic Ocean, and these hi gh waves are bei ng mani pul ated by living
force. This airplane [Srila Prabhupada gestures toward a passing
aircraft] is flying, but is it flying undirected?
Dr. Singh. Soneone is directing it.
Srila Prabhupada. Yes. Everything is working under soneone's direction
Wiy do the rascal scientists deny this? The airplane is a big nmachine,
but it is flying under the direction of a small spiritual spark, the
pilot. Scientists cannot prove that this big 747 airplane could fly
wi thout the small spiritual spark. So, as the snmall spiritual spark can
direct a large plane, the big spiritual spark directs the whole cosnic
mani f est ati on.
Setting the Real Problens Aside
Srila Prabhupada. The Svetasvatara Upani sadsays:

kesagr a- sat a- bhagasya

sat ansah sadr sat makah
jivah suksna-svarupo 'yam
sankhyatito hi cit-kanah

According to this verse, the neasurenent of the soul, the
proprietor of the body, is one ten-thousandth part of the tip of a hair.
This is very snall--atomc. But because of that atom c spiritual energy,
ny body is working. That atomic spiritual energy is within the body, and
therefore the body works, and the airplane flies. Is it so difficult to
under st and?

Suppose a man thinks hinself very stout and strong. Wiy is he stout
and strong? It is only because within himthere exists a spiritua
spark. As soon as the small spiritual spark is gone, his strength and
vi gor di sappear, and the vultures cone and eat his body. If scientists
say that nmatter is the cause and origin of life, then let us ask themto
bring back to life just one dead man, one great man |ike Professor
Ei nstein. Let theminject sone chemcals so that just one dead nman may
cone back to |life and work again. But this they cannot do. There are so
many things they do not know, but still they are called scientists.

Dr. Singh. Sonetimes when a problemis too dreadfully serious, we tend
to take it lightly.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. Wen a nonkey confronts a tiger, the nonkey
closes its eyes, and the tiger imediately attacks. Sinmlarly, if
scientists cannot solve a problem they nmay think, "All right, let it go
on." This is actually what they are doing, because our real problemis
death. No one wants to die, but scientists cannot stop death. They speak
superficially about death because they cannot give any relief fromit.
We do not wish to die, we do not wish to becone old, and we do not w sh
to becone di seased. But what help can the scientists offer? They cannot
do anything about it. They have set aside the nmmjor problens.

Presi dent Jackal

Srila Prabhupada. In Bengal there is a story called jangal-ki raja,
concerning a jackal who becane king of the forest. Jackals are known for
their cunning. One day this jackal cane into a village and fell into a
tub of blue dye. He fled to the forest, but he had becone blue. So al



the animals said, "What is this? Wat is this? Wwo is this aninmal?" Even
the Iion was surprised: "W have never seen you before, sir. So who are
you?" The jackal replied, "I have been sent by God." So they began to
worship himas God. But then one night sone other jackals began to cry:
"Wa, wa, wa!" And since jackals cannot restrain thenselves from
returning the call of their own kind, this blue jackal also began to
cry, "Wa, wa, wa!" And thus he exposed hinself before all the other
animal s as being nothing nore than a jackal. Mny jackals have been
arrested and have resigned fromyour governnent.

Brahmananda Swami . The Watergate affair. It is called the Watergate
scandal

Srila Prabhupada. Practically speaking, at the present nonent no honest
man can becone a governnent official. This is true everywhere. Unless
one is a rogue, a dishonest person, one cannot mmintain his governnental
position. Therefore no noble man goes into the governnent. But what can
you do?

Dr. Singh. Politicians are the greatest cheaters

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, they are scoundrels. One philosopher said that
politics is the last resort of scoundrels.

Sci ence Shoul d Stop Death

Brahnmananda Swanmi . Do scientists know the cause of cancer?

Dr. Singh. They have several theories

Srila Prabhupada. Suppose you know the cause of cancer. Wat is the
benefit? Even if you could stop cancer, you could not nake a man |ive
forever. That is not possible. Cancer or no cancer, a nman has to die. He
cannot stop death. Death nay be caused, if not by cancer, sinply by an
accident. Real scientific research should aimat stopping death. That is
real science, and that is Krsna consciousness. Sinply to di scover sone
nmedi cine to cure disease is not a triunph. The real triunph is to stop
al | disease. Bhagavad-gita (8.16) asserts that the real trouble is
birth, death, old age and di sease. Abrahna-bhuvanal |okah punar avartino
"rjuna: "Fromthe highest planet in the material world down to the

|l owest, all are places of nmisery wherein repeated birth and death take
pl ace." The solution to the problem of repeated birth and death is Krsna
consci ousness, which we are practicing and offering to everyone. The
perfect result of this practice is that after the present body becones
usel ess and dies, one is no longer forced to accept a naterial body
subject to birth, death, disease and old age. This is real science.

The Si xth Morning Wl k
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Chemi cals From Mystic Power

Srila Prabhupada. The scientists say that life begins fromchem cal s.
But the real question is, "Wiere have the chem cals cone fron?" The
chemcals cone fromlife, and this neans that |ife has nystic powers.
For exanple, an orange tree contains nmany oranges, and each orange
contains chemcals--citric acid and others. So where have these

chem cals cone fron? Cbviously they have cone fromthe life within the



tree. The scientists are mssing the origin of the chemcals. They have
started their investigation fromthe chenicals, but they cannot identify
the origin of the chemicals. Chenicals cone fromthe suprene |ife--Cod
Just as the living body of a man produces many chemnicals, the suprene
life (the Suprene Lord) is producing all the chemicals found in the

at nosphere, in the water, in humans, in aninals and in the earth. And
that is called nystic power. Unless the nystic power of the Lord is
accepted, there is no solution to the problemof the origin of life.

Dr. Singh. The scientists will reply that they cannot believe in nystic
power .

Srila Prabhupada. But they nust explain the origin of the chem cals.
Anyone can see that an ordinary tree is produci ng nany chenicals. But
how does it produce then? Since the scientists cannot answer this, they
nust accept that the living force has nystic power. | cannot even
explain how ny fingernail is growing out of ny finger; it is beyond the
power of my brain. In other words, ny fingernail is grow ng by

i nconcei vabl e potency, acintya-sakti. So if acintya-sakti exists in an
ordi nary human bei ng, imagi ne how nuch aci ntya-sakti God possesses. The
di fference between God and ne is that although | have the sanme potencies
as God, | can produce only a small quantity of chemicals, whereas He can
produce enornous quantities. | can produce a little water in the form of
perspiration, but God can produce the seas. Analysis of one drop of
seawat er gives you the qualitative analysis of the sea, w thout any
mstake. Simlarly, the ordinary living being is part and parcel of God,
so by analyzing the living beings we can begin to understand God. In God
there is great nystic potency. God's nystic potency is working swiftly,
exactly like an electric nachine. Sonme nachi nes operate by electrica
energy, and they are so nicely made that all the work is done sinply by
pushing a button. Simlarly, God said, "Let there be creation," and
there was creation. Considered in this way, the workings of nature are
not very difficult to understand. God has such wonderful potencies that
the creation, on His order alone, immedi ately takes pl ace.

Brahmananda Swam . Sone scientists don't accept God or acintya-sakti.
Srila Prabhupada. That is their rascaldom God exists, and H s acintya-
sakti al so exists. Were does a bird's power to fly cone fron? Both you
and the bird are living entities, but the bird can fly because of its
aci ntya-sakti, and you cannot. To give another exanple, senen is
produced from bl ood. A nan has nystic power in his body so that because
he is sexually inclined, blood is transfornmed into senen. Howis this
done unless there is sonme nystic power involved? There are nany nystic
powers in the living entities. The cow eats grass and produces mlKk.
Everyone knows this, but can you take sone grass and produce milk? Can
you? Therefore there is nystic power within the cow. As soon as the cow
eats grass, she can transformit into nilk. Men and wonen are basically
the sane, but as a nman you cannot eat food and produce mlk, although a
worman can. These are nystic powers

Dr. Singh. Scientists would say that there are different enzynes or
chem cals inside different types of bodies and that these account for
the cow s producing mlk.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, but who produced those enzynmes and that
arrangenent ? That was done by nystic power. You cannot nake these
enzynes or that arrangenment. You cannot produce mlk fromdry grass in
your |aboratory. Wthin your body, by nystic power, you can transform
food into blood and tissue, but in your |aboratory, w thout nystic



power, you cannot even transformgrass into nilk. Therefore you nust
accept the existence of nystic power.
The Origin of Mystic Power
Srila Prabhupada. Yogis are nmainly concerned with devel opi ng different
nystic powers. A yogi can walk on the water w thout drowning. The | aw of
gravity does not operate on him That is a nystic power called |aghinma
Laghi na nmeans that a person can becone |ighter than cotton and
counteract the law of gravity. The yoga system sinply devel ops the
i nconcei vabl e potency already present in the practitioner. These boys
are swnmng [gesturing to surf bathers], but | cannot swim Yet that
swi mm ng power is potential within ne; | sinply have to practice it. So,
if yogic power is so potent in the human being, think how nuch nore
yogi ¢ power God has. Therefore, in the Vedas He is called Yogesvara,
whi ch neans "master of all mystic power." In the Bhagavad-gita (10.8)
Krsna says, aham sarvasya prabhavo mattah sarvam pravartate: "I amthe
source of all spiritual and nmaterial worlds. Everything emanates from
Me." Unless we accept this statenent from God, there is no conclusive
explanation to the origin of material nature. God cannot be understood
wi t hout accepting the existence of nmystic power, but if you understand
God scientifically, then you will understand everything.
Dr. Singh. So do you nean to say that science has started from an
i nternedi ate point--not fromthe original point?
Srila Prabhupada. Yes, that is it exactly. They are ignorant of the
origin. The scientists start fromone point--but where does that point
cone fron? That they do not know, in spite of vast research. One has to
accept that the original source is God, who is full of all nystic powers
and from whom everything emanates. He Hinself says in the Bhagavad-gita,
aham sarvasya prabhavo mattah sarvam pravartate: "I amthe source of al
spiritual and naterial worlds. Everything enanates from Me." CQur
concl usi ons are not based on blind faith; they are nost scientific.
Matter comes fromlife. Inlife--in the origin--there are unlinited
material resources; that is the great nystery of creation. If you drop a
needle, it will fall imediately, but a bird weighing several pounds can
float in the air. W nust establish the origin of this floating. If we
study nature, we find that every living entity has sone nystic power. A
man cannot live within the water for nore than a few hours, yet a fish
lives there continuously. is that not nystic power?
Dr. Singh. It is nmystic power for ne, but not for the fish
Srila Prabhupada. Yes. That is because nystic power is not unifornmy
distributed. But all the nystic powers exist in God, the origin of
everything. | derive some of His nystic power, you derive sone, and the
birds derive sone. But the storehouse of nystic power is God.

There are eight basic types of nystic powers. Sone of themare
| aghi na (by which one can becone lighter than a feather), nahina (by
whi ch one can becone bigger than a nountain), prapti (which enables one
to capture anything he likes) and isitva (by which one can conpletely
subdue and control another being). Another type of nystic power can be
seen in the sun, because fromthe sunshine innunerable things are
i nexplicably produced. Unless the scientists accept the existence of
nystic power, they cannot explain these phenonena. They are sinply
beating around the bush.
Dr. Singh. A clever scientist may say anything to prove his point,
wi t hout actually proving it. Areal scientist nust reach the ultinate,
original cause--the final analysis.



Srila Prabhupada. Yes, unless he finds the ultinmate source, he is not
actual ly practicing science.

Dr. Singh. Does understandi ng nysticismnean knowi ng that every day our
bodi es are dyi ng?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes.

Dr. Singh. But the average nman does not think he is dying

Srila Prabhupada. That is due to foolishness. Every nonent he is dying,
but he is thinking, "I shall live forever." Actually, death begins from
the very nonent of birth. Qur analysis of the problemis that since
peopl e are dying, we should stop their death. But the so-called
scientists are not only accelerating the process of death, but also
refusing to take constructive advice to correct thensel ves.

The Sevent h Morni ng Wl k
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The Cheaters and the Cheated

Srila Prabhupada. Natural phenonena such as the |aw of gravity or

wei ghtl essness are aci ntya-sakti, inconceivable energies, and rea

sci ence neans to understand this acintya-sakti. To observe a chain of
events only froma certain point intine is unscientific and gives only
i nconmpl ete know edge. W nust know where things begin. If we carry our

i nvestigation far enough, we will find that the origin of nature is

aci ntya-sakti. For exanple, with brain, brush and color we can paint a
flower. But we cannot conceive how vegetation throughout the whole earth
is automatically growing and fructifying. W can explain the painted
flower, but we cannot explain the real flower. Scientists actually
cannot expl ain biological growth. They sinply juggle words |ike nolecule
and chronosone, but they cannot actually explain the phenonena.

The essential fault of the so-called scientists is that they have
adopted the inductive process to arrive at their conclusions. For
exanple, if a scientist wants to deternine by the inductive process
whet her or not man is nortal, he nmust study every nman to try to discover

if sone or one of themnay be inmmortal. The scientist says, "l cannot
accept the proposition that all nmen are nortal. There nmay be sone nen
who are immortal. | have not yet seen every man. Therefore how can

accept that nan is nortal?" This is called the inductive process. And

t he deductive process neans that your father, your teacher or your guru
says that man is nortal, and you accept it.

Dr. Singh. So there is an ascendi ng process of gaining know edge and a
descendi ng process?[ 7]

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. The ascendi ng process will never be successful
because it relies on the informati on gathered through the senses, and
the senses are inperfect. So we accept the descendi ng process.

God cannot be known by the inductive process. Therefore He is
cal | ed adhoksaj a, which nmeans "unknowabl e by direct perception.” The
scientists say there is no God because they are trying to understand H m
by direct perception. But He is adhoksaja! Therefore, the scientists are
i gnorant of God because they are missing the nethod of knowing Hm In
order to understand transcendental science, one nust approach a bona



fide spiritual nmaster, hear from hi msubnissively and render service to
him Lord Krsna explains that in the Bhagavad-gita (4.34): tad viddh
prani pat ena pari prasnena sevaya.

My Guru Maharaj a[ 8] once said, "The nodern world is a society of
the cheaters and the cheated.” Unfortunately, the cheated are eul ogi zi ng
the cheaters, and the snmall cheaters are worshiping the great cheaters.
Suppose a flock of asses cones and eul ogi zes ne, saying, "Ch, you are
Jagad-guru."[9] What is the value of their praise? But if a gentlenman or
| earned man gives praise, his words have sone val ue. Cenerally, however
t he persons who are praising and those who are being praised are both
i gnorant. As the Vedas put it, sanstutah purusah pasuh: "A big animal is
being praised by a small aninal."

Conpassi on

Srila Prabhupada. The law is cheating, nedical science is cheating, and
t he governnent is cheating. Top governnent officials are charged with
taking bribes. If the governor takes bribes and the constable takes
bribes, then where is the good society? People elect the | eader who

prom ses them happi ness. But since that happiness is maya [or illusion],
he can never deliver it, and society sinply becones filled with
cheaters. Since people are actually after this illusory happi ness,
however, they continue to el ect such unscrupul ous | eaders tinme and tine
agai n.

The position of a Vaisnava[1l0] is to take conpassion on all these
i gnorant people. The great Vai snava Prahl ada Maharaja once prayed to the
Lord, "My Lord, as far as | amconcerned, | have no problens. MW
consci ousness i s always absorbed in Your very powerful transcendenta
activities, and therefore | have understood things clearly. But | am
deeply concerned for these rascals who are engaged in activities for
illusory happiness." A Vaisnava thinks only about how peopl e can becone
happy. He knows that they are vainly searching after sonething that wll
never conme to be. For fifty or sixty years people search after illusory
happi ness, but then they nust die w thout conpleting the work and
wi t hout knowi ng what will happen after death. Actually, their position
is like that of an animal, because an ani mal al so does not know what
happens to himafter death. The ani nal does not know the value of life,
nor why he has conme here. By the influence of maya, he sinply eats,
sl eeps, mates, defends and dies. That's all. Throughout their lives the
i gnorant ani mal s--and the animalistic nmen--greatly endeavor to do these
five things only: eat, sleep, mate, defend and die. Therefore the
busi ness of a Vaisnava is to instruct people that God exists, that we
are Hs servants, and that we can enjoy an eternally blissful life
serving H mand devel opi ng our |love for H m
Beyond t he Cage
Dr. Singh. But doesn't the living entity need matter as long as he is in
materi al nature?
Srila Prabhupada. No, the living entity is purely spiritual; therefore,
he doesn't require nmatter. Because his thinking is diseased, however, he
bel i eves he does. The conditioned living entity is |like a drunkard who
doesn't require drinking, but who neverthel ess thinks, "Wthout
drinking, | shall die." This is called maya, or illusion. is it true
that if a drunkard doesn't get his drink, he will die?
Dr. Singh. No, but if a man doesn't eat, he will die
Srila Prabhupada. That's also not a fact. Last night we were discussing
Raghunat ha dasa Gosvam .[11] In his later life, he alnost conpletely



abstai ned fromeating and sleeping. He would drink only a little
butterm | k every three or four days, and he worked twenty-two hours a
day, sleeping two or three. And sone days he did not sleep at all. So
you may ask, "How could he survive?" Actually, he lived for one hundred
years. Eating, sleeping, mating and defendi ng were not problens for
Raghunat ha dasa Gosvam, but still he lived. Because he was a pure
devotee of Krsna, he was fully aware that the soul is eternal and

i ndependent, although it has been put into this bodily cage, which it
actual ly does not require. Suppose a bird is encaged. Is he living
sinmply because he is in the cage? Wthout the cage he is free. People
are thinking that by being encaged within the body they are happy. That
i s nonsense. Actually, our encagenent within this body nakes us fearful
But as soon as we purify our existence--we do not even have to cone out
of our bodies--we will imediately be abhaya, fearless

br ahma- bhut ah prasannat na
na socati na kanksat
samah sarvesu bhut esu
mad- bhakti m | abhat e parani 12]

We can inmmedi ately awaken to our original, spiritual existence, in
which there is no nore fear, no nore lanmentation, and no nore materia
desire.

Dr. Singh. But the scientist would still want sonme nore expl anations as
to howthe living entity can be independent of matter

Srila Prabhupada. As long as you are conditioned, you are dependent on
matter. For exanple, a nman from Africa is conditioned because he cannot
tolerate this cold weather. Therefore he feels disconfort. But there are
many people here [gesturing toward children playing on the beach] who
are not affected by the cold. The ability to tolerate is sinply a
guesti on of conditioning.

When you are conditioned, you think in terns of dualities |ike hot
and cold, pain and pleasure. But when you are |iberated, you have no
such conditioned thoughts. Spiritual life neans to becone unconditioned-
-to cone to the brahma-bhuta stage. That is the perfection of life.
Bei ng conditioned neans that although the living entity is eternal, due
to his conditioning he thinks that he is born, he is dying, he is
di seased and he is old. But an unconditioned person is not even old.
Krsna is described in the Brahma-samhita as advaitam acyut am anadi m
anant ar upam adyam pur ana- pur usam nava- yauvanam ca. This neans that He is
t he ol dest person, the first person, but that He has no old age. He
al ways appears just |ike a young nan of twenty because He is fully
spiritual

The Ei ghth Mrning Wal k
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The Evol ution of Consciousness



Dr. Singh. Srila Prabhupada, | cane across a statenent in the Bhagavad-
gitato the effect that all 8,400,000 species of living entities are
created sinultaneously. |Is that correct?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes.

Dr. Singh. Does that nmean that there are sone living entities who cone
directly to the human speci es w thout undergoing the evol utionary
process?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. Living beings nove fromone bodily formto
another. The fornms already exist. The living entity sinply transfers
hinself, just as a nman transfers hinself fromone apartnent to another
One apartnent is first class, another is second class and another is
third class. Suppose a person cones froma | ower-class apartnent to a
first-class apartnent. The person is the sane, but now, according to his
capacity for paynent, or karma,[13] he is able to occupy a higher-class
apartnment. Real evol ution does not nean physical devel opnent, but

devel opnent of consciousness. Do you foll ow?

Dr. Singh. | think so. Do you nean that if one falls to one of the | ower
stages of life, he nust evolve step by step up to the higher stages?
Srila Prabhupada. Yes. As you get nobre nobney you can nove to a better
apartnment. The apartnent already exists, however. It is not that the

| ower-cl ass apartnment becones the higher-class apartnent. That is
Darwi n' s nonsensi cal theory. He would say that the apartnment has becone
hi gh class. Mddern scientists think that life has cone fromnatter. They
say that nmllions and nillions of years ago there was sinply matter, but
no life. W do not accept that. O the two energies--life and natter--
life, or spirit, is the original, superior energy, and nmatter is the
resultant inferior energy.

Dr. Singh. Do they exist sinultaneously?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, but spirit is independent, and nmatter is
dependent. For exanple, | can |ive even without ny hands or legs. If
they were anputated, | could survive. Therefore I am not dependent on ny
hands and | egs; nmy hands and | egs are dependent on ne, the spirit sou
within my body.

Bodi es for Eternal Desires

Dr. Singh. But do life and matter cone sinultaneously?

Srila Prabhupada. No. They do not "conme" at all. They already exist. The
"comng" idea is in our mnds because we are living in this linmted
worl d, where we see that there is a beginning to everything. Therefore
we think in terms of things "coming." But actually nmatter and spirit

al ready exist. Wien | amborn, | think my birth is the beginning of the
worl d. But the world already exists. Another exanple is a fire. Wen you
light a fire, do the Iight and heat begin later on? No. Wenever a fire
is ignited, inmediately there is light and heat. But suppose | think
"Now there is a fire, but | have to wait for the Iight and heat to cone
later on." isn't that foolishness?

Dr. Singh. But fire is the source of the heat and |ight.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, but still the heat and |ight exist sinultaneously
with the fire. Simlarly, the eternal living entities have nany
different eternal desires. And all the varieties of species al so exist
eternally to fit these various eternal desires.

Dr. Singh. And the living entities are nmade to live in different bodies
according to these desires?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. For exanple, the governnent constructs a prison
house because it knows there will be crimnals. So when a crinmnal is



tried and convicted, the prison already exists, even before the judgnent
period. Simlarly, God is described as sarva -jna, He who knows
everything. Thus He knows that sone living entities will becone crinina
and rebel against H's service. Furthernore, He knows the various desires
the living entities in the nmaterial world acquire according to the three
nodes of material nature. Therefore He creates all the species of life
fromthe very beginning to accommbpdate all the conditioned souls.

The three nodes of naterial nature are sattva-guna [goodness],
rai o-guna [ passion] and tano-guna [ignorance]. Wth these three
qualities, all the different objects of the material world are nade,
just as one mght nix the three primary colors (blue, red and yellow) to
make nmillions of hues. The great expertise required to handle this
arrangenent exists in nature. According to the Bhagavad-gita (3.27),
prakrteh kriya-manani gunai h karnmani sarvasah: "All activities are
perfornmed by the nodes of material nature.” And these nbdes are
mani fested in the different types of species, which include plants,
trees, aquatics, human beings, dem gods, cats, dogs and nany others,
totaling 8,400, 000.

The Suprene Lord expands Hinself as the Paramatma, or Supersoul, in
everyone's heart. Although dwelling in the material body, this Supersou
is not material, even though He is the original source of the materia
body. Because heat and |ight are the energies of the sun, the sun never
feels "too hot." Sinmlarly, for the Paranatnma there is no distinction
between spiritual and material because both the material and the
spiritual energies emanate fromH m Sonetimes we see that clouds cover
the sun; but that is actually our inperfection. W on this planet
experi ence both sunshi ne and cl oudi ness, but on the sun, even though it
can create clouds, only sunshine is experienced. Simlarly, the division
of matter and spirit is our experience, not God's. Whether He cones in a
so-called material body or in a spiritual body, He is always spiritual
For Hmmmatter and spirit are the sane because He is the energetic. He
can turn matter into spirit, and spirit into matter
H20 Pl us Mystic Power
Dr. Singh. The chenists and the scientists think that certain el enents
enable the spirit soul to remain in the material world. These el enents,

t hey say, are carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen and oxygen--the nmain el enents
that conbine to formliving units. | think the Vedas teach that in order
for aliving creature to develop, spirit nust first enter within these
preexisting chem cal elenents. Is that correct?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. For exanple, the earth contains everything
necessary for a plant to grow, but you nust first put a seed in the
earth. Simlarly, a nother has within her wonb all the necessary

i ngredi ents for creating another body, but the father nust first inject
the senen, or seed, into the wonb; then the child will devel op. A dog
forns a dog's body, and a human forns a human body. Why? Because all the
required ingredients are there, respectively.

W find a certain quantity of chemicals in ny body, a snaller
guantity in an ant's body, and a greater quantity in an el ephant's body.
So, if | can create so many nore chenicals than an ant, and an el ephant
can create so many nore chemicals than | can, then just think how many
nore chemicals God can create! This is the basis on which scientists
shoul d consi der how hydrogen and oxygen conbine to form water.

O herwi se, they cannot identify the source of the vast quantities of
hydr ogen and oxygen required to nake the oceans. But we can. This



hydr ogen and oxygen exist in the virat-rupa, the universal body of the
Lord. Wiy do the scientists fail to understand this plain truth?

Hydr ogen and oxygen conmbine to formthe water in the seas. W both
accept this fact. But the scientists are surprised to hear that the
origin of this huge quantity of hydrogen and oxygen is actually acintya-
sakti, or the inconceivable nystic power of the Lord.

The Definition of "Life"

Dr. Singh. | have noticed a disagreenent within the scientific conmunity
over the definition of living and nonliving. Sone say that if a being
can reproduce, it is alive. Therefore, they claimto have created life
because certain | arge DNA nol ecul es[14] produced in the |aboratory can
replicate thenselves; that is, they can reproduce other chains of

nol ecul es by their own power. Sone scientists say these DNA nol ecul es
are living, and others say they are not.

Srila Prabhupada. Because sonebody is saying one thing and sonebody is
sayi ng another, their know edge nust be inperfect.

Dr. Singh. Can we define living as "containing consciousness" and
nonliving as "w thout consci ousness"?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, that is the difference. As Krsna says in the
Bhagavad-gita (2.17), avinasi tu tad viddhi yena sarvamidamtatam
"That which is spread all over the body is indestructible." Anyone can
understand what is spread all over a living body; it is consciousness.
According to our consciousness at the tine of death, we are awarded a
particular bodily shape. If you have a dog's consci ousness, you wll get
a dog's body, and if you have a godly consci ousness, you get a dem god's
body.[15] Krsna gives everyone the freedomto take whatever body he

want s:

yanti deva-vrata devan
pitrn yanti pitr-vratah
bhutani yanti bhutejya
yanti mad-yajino 'pi nam

"Those who worship the denigods will take birth anong the dem gods;
t hose who worship ghosts and spirits will take birth anong such beings
t hose who worship ancestors go to the ancestors; and those who worship
Me will live with Me." (Bg. 9.25)
Darwi n Condemmed
Dr. Singh. If a hunan being doesn't attain liberation, does he have to
pass through all 8,400,000 species of |life before again conming to the
hurman for n®?
Srila Prabhupada. No, only in the lower forns of |ife does the living
entity progress step by step, according to the laws of nature. In the
human formof life, he is endowed w th devel oped consci ousness--he has
di scretion. Therefore if he is advanced in consciousness, he is not
going to get the body of a dog or cat; he will get another human body.

prapya punya-krtam | okan

usi tva sasvati h samah

suci nam sri mat am gehe
yoga- brasto ' bhijayate[ 16]

The word yoga-bhrastah refers to soneone practicing yoga who
sonehow or other could not fully succeed. There's no question of



evol ution here; he is again awarded a human body. He does not get a
cat's body or a dog's body. As with the apartnents we were di scussing,
if you can pay nore, you get a nicer apartnent. You do not have to cone
to the | ower-class apartnent first.
Dr. Singh. Wat you have been saying conpletely contradicts Darwin's
t heory of evol ution.
Srila Prabhupada. Darwin is a rascal. Wat is his theory? W kick out
Darwi n' s phil osophy. The nore we kick out Darwin's phil osophy, the nore
we advance in spiritual consciousness.
Dr. Singh. Many scientists doubt Darwin's theories. But Darwin's
supporters say that |life started frommatter and evol ved from
unicellular organisns to nulticellular organisns. They believe that
hi gher species like aninals and nen did not exist at the begi nning of
creation.
Srila Prabhupada. Darwin and his followers are rascals. If originally
there were no hi gher species, why do they exist now? Al so, why do the
| ower species still exist? For exanple, at the present nonent we see
both the intellectual person and the foolish ass. Wiy do both these
entities exist sinultaneously? Wiy hasn't the ass form evol ved upward
and di sappeared? Wiy do we never see a nonkey giving birth to a human?
The Darwi nists' theory that human |life began in such and such an era is
nonsense. Bhagavad-gita says that you can directly transmigrate to any
species of life you like, according to your efforts. Sonetines | trave
to America, sonetines to Australia and sonetines to Africa. The
countries already exist. | amsinply traveling through them It is not
t hat because | have cone to Anerica, | have createdor becone Anerica.
And there are many countries | have not yet seen. Does that nean they do
not exist? The scientists who support Darwi n are nonsensi cal
Bhagavad-gita clearly says that all the species exist
si mul taneously, and that you can go to whi chever species you like. You
can even go up to the kingdomof God, if you so desire. Al this is
decl ared in Bhagavad-gita by Lord Krsna.

The Ninth Morning Wal k

Recorded on May 13, 1973,

Srila Prabhupada is acconpanied by Dr. Singh, Karandhara dasa adhikari
and ot her students.

Evol uti on From Hurman to Dog

Srila Prabhupada. The so-called scientists are putting their faith in a
fraudul ent theory. Krsna says, aham sarvasya prabhavah: "I amthe origin
of everything." (Bg. 10.8) Krsna is life; Krsna is not a dead stone.

Dr. Singh. So matter is caused by life?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, and matter grows upon life; ny body grows upon

nme, the spirit soul. For exanple, | have put on this overcoat, which is
made according to the size of nmy body. But i would be foolish if |
t hought, "I amthis overcoat."

Student. Srila Prabhupada, m neral ogists have proven that nountains are
growi ng by sedinentary activity. Is this growth due to the presence of
the spirit soul ?



Srila Prabhupada. Yes. Srinmd-Bhagavatam describes nountains as the
bones of God, and the grass as the hair on His body. So, in this sense,
God has the biggest body.

Dr. Singh. Srila Prabhupada, what is the difference between the

transm gration of souls in animal bodies and the transmnigration of human
soul s?

Srila Prabhupada. Aninals transmigrate in only one direction--upward--
but human beings can transnigrate to either a higher or a | ower form of
life. The body is awarded according to the living entity's desire. The

| ower ani mal s have one kind of desire, but the hunman bei ng has thousands
and mllions of desires--aninmal desires as well as human desires. By
nature's law, the |ower species are coming up fromaninmal forms to the
hi gher, hunman forms. But once you cone to the human form if you don't
cultivate Krsna consci ousness you nmay return to the body of a cat or
dog.

Ni rvana

Dr. Singh. The scientists have no infornmation that there is evolution up
or down fromthe human platform

Srila Prabhupada. Therefore | say they are rascals. They have no

know edge, yet they still claimto be scientists. Real science is in the
Bhagavad-gita, where Krsna says, yanti deva-vrata devan pitrn yanti
pitr-vratah (Bg. 9.25). This neans that whatever one worships in this
life will determ ne the type of body he gets in his next life. But if
one worshi ps Krsna, he ends the process of transmigration entirely. Yam
prapya na nivartante tad dhama: "When one goes to that suprene abode of
M ne, he never returns [to this material world of birth and death]."
(Bg. 8.21) Pronotion to the spiritual world (sansiddhi mparaman) is the
ultimate perfection of human |ife. Read Bhagavad-gita; everything is
there. But the scientists have no idea of this perfection; they do not
even believe in the existence of the living entity apart fromthe gross
body.

Dr. Singh. They do not speak of the living entity; they speak only of
bodi es.

Student. Their conception is sonmething akin to Buddhi sm The Buddhi sts
say that the body is |like a house. Just as a house is put together with
wood, the body is put together with chenicals. And when the body dies,
it is just like a house that falls apart. Just as the house becones
sinmply pieces of wood and then there is no nore house, so the body
beconmes sinply chenicals, and there is no nore body and no nore life.
Srila Prabhupada. That state is called nirvana. And then, with the

i ngredi ents, you can build anot her house or another body. That is
Buddhi sm The Buddhi sts do not have any information regardi ng the soul
Destiny and Karna

Student. Some scientists argue that there are several souls wthin each
body. They use the earthworm as an exanple. If you cut it in half, both
parts will live. They say this proves that two souls occupied the
original wornis body.

Srila Prabhupada. No. It is sinply that a new soul has cone to occupy
the other half of the wornmis body.

Dr. Singh. Must the spirit soul necessarily have a body--either
spiritual or material ?

Srila Prabhupada. The soul already has a spiritual body, which the

mat eri al body covers. My material body grows upon ne--ny spiritual body-
-but nmy material body is unnatural. The real body is spiritual. I am



accepting various bodies that are unnatural to nmy constitution. My real
constitutional positionis to be the servant of Krsna. As long as | do

not cone to that position, | renmain a servant of natter and get nmany
mat eri al bodi es according to the laws of material energy. i get one body
and then give it up. | desire sonething else and agai n get another body.

This process is going on under the strict laws of material nature.
Peopl e think they conpletely control their destinies, but they are
al ways under nature's |aw of karna:

prakrteh kriyamanan
gunai h karmanl sarvasah

ahankar a- vi nudhat ma

kartahamiti manyate

"The bewi | dered spirit soul, under the influence of the three nodes
of material nature, thinks hinself to be the doer of activities that are
In actuality carried out by nature." (Bg. 3.27) The source of this
bewi | derment is that the living entity thinks, "I amthis body."

i svarah sarva- bhut anam
hrd-dese 'rjuna tisthat
bhramayan sarva- bhut an
yant rarudhani mayaya[ 17]

In this verse the word yantra, or "machine," neans that in any
species of life, we are traveling in bodies that are |ike machi nes
provided by material nature. Sonetines we are noving to higher species,
sonetines to |l ower species. But if, by the mercy of the spiritual nmaster
and Krsna, one gets the seed of devotional service and cultivates it, he
can becone free fromthe cycle of birth and death. Then his life is
successful. Ot herwi se, he has to travel up and down the different
species of life, becom ng sonetines a blade of grass, sonetines a lion
and so forth.
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Adverti sing | gnorance as know edge

Student. So it is our desire to enjoy that causes us to take on these
mat eri al bodi es, and our desire to achieve Krsna that brings us to our
natural position?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes.

Dr. Singh. But there seenms to be a constant struggle with our | ower
nature. We are constantly fighting our desires for sense gratification
even though we want to serve Krsna. Does this continue?

Student. The body is alnmpst like a dictator fromwthin.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. That neans you are strongly under the control of
mat eri al energy, or naya.

Dr. Singh. Even though we also desire to serve Krsna?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. A thief may know that if he steals he will be

arrested and put into jail--he may have even seen others being arrested-
-yet he still steals. Even though he is aware that he is under the
authority of the state, he still acts according to his desires. This is

call ed tamas, or ignorance. Therefore, know edge is the beginning of
spiritual life. In Bhagavad-gita, Krsna gives Arjuna know edge. He
teaches, "You are not this body." This is the begi nning of know edge.
But where is the university that teaches this know edge? Dr. Singh, can
you tell me where that university is that teaches this know edge?

Dr. Singh. There is none

Srila Prabhupada. That is the position of education: there is no

know edge. They sinply advertise ignorance as know edge.

Dr. Singh. But if the scientists knew that they were not their bodies

t heir whol e outl ook woul d change.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, we want that.

Student. But they don't want to admt their failure.

Srila Prabhupada. Then that is further foolishness. If you are a foo
and you pose yourself as intelligent, that is further foolishness. Then
you cannot nmake progress. And if you remain in ignorance and advertise
yourself as a man of know edge, you are a great cheater. You are
cheating yourself and cheating others. People are so mad after the

mat eri al advancement of civilization that they have becone exactly |ike
cats and dogs. For instance, they have set up an inm gration departnent,
and as soon as you enter a country these dogs go "Wof, woof, woof! Wy
have you come? Wat is your business?" This is a watchdog's activity. A
first-class gentleman is being searched for a revol ver. People cannot be
trusted, and now there are so many educated rogues and thieves. So what
is the neani ng of advancenent? Can we say that education neans
advancenent? |Is this civilization?

Fi ghting Ignorance Wth Argunents and Know edge

Student. Some people say that one reason for the Vietnamwar was that
the Conmuni sts were atheists. It was a dispute between the theists and
the atheists. At least that is one excuse given for the war



Srila Prabhupada. W are also prepared to kill the atheists. But that

killing is by preaching. If I kill your ignorance, it can also be called
killing. Killing doesn't necessarily nean that everyone has to take the
swor d.

Dr. Singh. A new nethod of warfare?

Srila Prabhupada. No, fighting ignorance with argunents and know edge
has al ways existed. The bodily conception of life is animal life. The
ani mal does not know about matter and spirit. And one who is under the
bodily conception of life is no better than an aninmal. Wen an ani nal
"talks," the intelligent nman |laughs. Such "tal k" is nonsense. The ani ma
is not tal ki ng know edge.

Student. At least the aninals |ive by certain codes. They do not Kkil
unnecessarily, and they only eat when necessary, whereas humans Kil
unnecessarily and eat unnecessarily. So in one sense hunmans are | ower

t han ani mal s.

Srila Prabhupada. Therefore we nust suffer nore than aninals. Krsna
consci ousness is not a bogus, sentinental religious novenent. It is a
scientific novenent designed to alleviate human suffering.

Dr. Singh. Scientists and other people say that everything in the

uni verse i s happeni ng by chance.

Srila Prabhupada. So, are they also witing books on the subject by
chance?

Kar andhara. The books are also witten by chance, they say.

Srila Prabhupada. So, what is their credit? By chance, anything can be
witten.

Dr. Singh. The French scientist Dr. J. Mnod got the Nobel Prize in
1965. He says that everything started by chance--that by chance certain
chem cal s conbi ned and forned the basic nol ecul es.

Srila Prabhupada. But where did the chenicals cone fronf

Dr. Singh. According to him they were created sinply by chance, and
when the necessity arose, nolecules of the chenicals reoriented

t henmsel ves.

Srila Prabhupada. |f everything was happeni ng by chance, how can there
be necessity? How can he speak of chance and necessity in the sane
breath? It is nonsense. If everything is directed by chance, why do
peopl e send their children to school? Whay not |let them grow up by
chance? Suppose | break a law. If | say, "Well, it just happened by
chance," will | be excused?

Dr. Singh. So, is crinme caused by ignorance?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. That is the cause: ny ignorance.

Student. It would certainly be stupid to say that a beautiful instrunent
like a violin was nade by chance.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. It is nost regrettable that such a rascal can get
recognition. He is talking foolishness and getting recognition

The Tenth Morni ng Wl k

Recorded on May 14, 1973,

Srila Prabhupada is acconpanied by Dr. Singh and other students
The Scientists' M stake



Srila Prabhupada. The scientists' mistake is that they are ignorant of
the two energies--material and spiritual. They say that everything is
material and that everything emanates frommatter. The defect in their
theories is that they begin fromnmatter instead of spirit. Since matter
cones fromspirit, in a sense everything is spiritual. Spiritual energy
is the source and can exist without the nmaterial energy. But the

mat eri al energy has no existence without the spiritual energy. It is
correct to say that darkness begins fromlight, not that |ight begins
from darkness. Scientists think that consciousness cones from matter
Actual |y, consciousness always exists, but when it is covered or
degraded by ignorance, it is a formof unconsciousness. So "material"
neans forgetful ness of Krsna, and "spiritual" nmeans full consci ousness
of Krsna. Is this clear? Try to understand: darkness cones fromlight.
When no light is visible, then we are in darkness. Couds are not to be
found in the sun; that would be against the nature of the sun. But by
the energy of the sun other things are tenporarily created, such as

m st, clouds or darkness. These creations are tenporary, but the sun
remains. Simlarly, material nature is tenporary, but spiritual nature

i s permanent. Krsna consci ousness neans getting out of this tenporary
nature and attaining a pernmanent, spiritual nature. No one actually
wants this tenporary nature; no one likes this cloudy atnosphere.

Dr. Singh. is this cloudy consciousness created fromspiritual energy?
Srila Prabhupada. Yes.

Dr. Singh. And nmatter is also created fromthe superior energy?

Srila Prabhupada. Aham sarvasya prabhavo mattah sarvam pravartate. Krsna
says, "l amthe source of all spiritual and material worlds. Everything
emanates fromM." (Bg. 8.10) Krsna is the creator of everything, bad or
good. Actually, "bad and good" is a material creation. Krsna's creation
is good; God is good. What you think is bad is good for God. Therefore,
we cannot understand Krsna. He is doing sonething that in our

consi deration may be bad, but for Hmthere is no such thing as good or
bad. For exanple, Krsna nmarried sixteen thousand wi ves. Sone people may
criticize, "Ah, He is so nad after wonen." But they do not see the whole
picture. Krsna's power is so great that He expanded Hinself into sixteen
t housand different husbands.

"Everything I's One" |Is Nonsense

Dr. Singh. You said this mst of material nature is tenporary. But why
shoul d we bother to disentangle ourselves from sonething transitory?
Srila Prabhupada. Wiy do you put coverings on your body? You may wal k
naked. The weather will clear in a few hours. Wy do you cover yourself?
Dr. Singh. The danger is now.

Srila Prabhupada. Wenever it may be, why do you take this step of
covering your body?

Dr. Singh. To avoid disconfort.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. O herw se you would be unconfortable. Not to
bother to dress is the Mayavada theory: "Everything will cone
automatically, so why bother? Everything is one." That is a nonsensica

t heory. The Mayavada phil osophy is that God is one and that every thing
and every living being is equal to God.

We have no quarrel with the chemists if they begin fromlife, but
unfortunately they say that everything begins from darkness--dead
matter. That is what we object to. W say, "Begin fromlife," and they
say, "No, begin frommatter--darkness." The reason they are in darkness
is sinple: if one goes fromdarkness to light, he thinks that darkness



i s the beginning. Suppose you have been in darkness all your life, and
now you suddenly cone into the light. You will think, "Ch, light has
cone from darkness." Actually, darkness occurs when |ight becones dim
Dar kness does not produce |ight.

Dr. Singh. Then darkness is dependent on |ight?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. O in other words, in the light there is no

dar kness. When the light is dim-then we experience darkness. Simlarly,
when our spiritual consciousness, or Krsna consciousness, is dim our
consci ousness is material. In the norning we awaken, and at the end of
the day we becone tired and go to sleep. Wien life is sonmehow or ot her
interrupted, we sleep. W sleep at night, and when we get up in the

norni ng we understand that our wakeful ness, or "life," has not cone into
exi stence fromthe sleepy condition. | was alive even while | slept, and
on awakening | amstill alive. This should be clearly understood. A baby

cones fromthe wonb of his nother. He thinks that his |ife has begun
fromthe day he cones out of the wonb. But that is not a fact. Actually,
he is eternal. He constructed his material body within the wonb of his
not her while he was unconsci ous, and as soon as his bodily features were
sufficiently devel oped, he cane out of the wonb and again to

consci ousness.

Dr. Singh. And he again falls asleep at death

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. That is described in Bhagavad-gita (8.19):

bhut a- gramah sa evayam

bhut va bhutva praliyate
ratry-aganme 'vasah partha

prabha vaty ahar-agane

"Again and again the day cones, and this host of beings is active,
and again night falls, O Partha, and they are hel pl essly dissol ved. "
W Are Not These Bodies
Srila Prabhupada. Do you see this flower? It has cone back to

consci ousness, and soon it will dry up and die. This is nmaterial life
But spiritual life neans to flower only--no dissolution. That is the
di fference between matter and spirit. | have achi eved this body

according to nmy consciousness in ny last life. And I will receive ny
next body according to ny consciousness in this life. This is also
confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita (8.6):

yam yam vapi smaran bhavam
tyajaty ante kal evaram
tamtamevaiti kaunteya
sada tad- bhava- bhavit ah

"What ever state of being one renmenbers when he quits his body, that
state he will attain without fail."
Dr. Singh. Srila Prabhupada, if our next body is always achi eved by our
consciousness in this life, howis it that | cannot renenber ny previous
life?
Srila Prabhupada. Do you renenber everything you did |ast year, or even
yest erday?
Dr. Singh. No, | don't.
Srila Prabhupada. That is your nature: you forget.
Dr. Singh. Sone things.



Srila Prabhupada. And sonebody forgets nore than others. But we all
forget.

Dr. Singh. Is that a principle of material nature?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. It is sonething |like stealing. Sonebody is a

pi ckpocket and sonebody is a bank robber, but both of them are stealing.
Dr. Singh. Wien we dream are we being carried away by the subtle

el enent s?

Srila Prabhupada. You are being carried away by nature. Krsna says in
Bhagavad-gita (3.27):

prakrteh kriyamanan
gunai h karmani sarvasah

ahankar a- vi nudhat ma

kartahamiti manyate

"The bewi | dered spirit soul, under the influence of the three nodes
of material nature, thinks hinself to be the doer of activities that are
in actuality carried out by nature." W forget our real identity because
we are under the grip of material nature. The first lesson in spiritua
life is that we are not these bodies, but eternal spirit souls. Once you
were a child. Now you are a grown nan. Were is your chil dhood body?
That body does not exist, but you still exist because you are eternal
The circunstantial body has changed, but you have not changed. This is
the proof of eternality. You renenber that you did certain things
yesterday and certain things today, but you forget other things. Your
body of yesterday is not today's body. Do you admit it or not? You
cannot say that today is the thirteenth of May, 1973. You cannot say
that today is yesterday. The thirteenth was yesterday. The day has
changed. But you renenber yesterday; and that renenbrance is evidence of
your eternality. The body has changed, but you renenber it; therefore
you are eternal, although the body is tenporary. This proof is very
sinple. Even a child can understand it. Is it difficult to understand?
Changi ng Bodi es
Dr. Singh. People want nore proof.

Srila Prabhupada. What nore is required? The eternality of the soul is a
sinple fact. | aman eternal soul. My body is changing, but | am not
changi ng. For exanple, | amnow an old nman. Sonetimes | think, "Ch, |
used to junp and play, but now | cannot junp because ny body has
changed."” | want to junp, but | cannot do it. That junping propensity is
eternal, but because of my old body | cannot do it.

Dr. Singh. Opponents will say that according to their observation, the
nature of consciousness is that it lasts for only one body.

Srila Prabhupada. That is foolishness. I n Bhagavad-gita (2.13) Krsna
expl ai ns:

dehino 'sm n yat ha dehe
kaumar am yauvanam j ar a

tat ha dehantara-praptir

dhiras tatra na nuhyat

"As the enbodi ed soul continually passes, in this body, from
boyhood to youth to old age, the soul sinmlarly passes into another body
at death. The self-realized soul is not bew |ldered by such a change."



Just as this body is always changing (as | can see in ny daily
experience), there is a simlar change at the tine of death.

Dr. Singh. But according to the scientists, we cannot actually observe
this |l ast change.

Srila Prabhupada. Their eyes are so inperfect that they cannot observe
many, many things. Their ignorance does not nake the Bhagavad-gita
unscientific. Wiy don't the scientists admt the inperfection of their
senses? They nmust first admit the inperfection of their senses. Their
seei ng power does not deternine what is and what is not science. Dogs
cannot understand the |aws of nature. Does that nean the | aws of nature
don't exist?

Dr. Singh. Well, the scientists admt that argunment, but they say the
way to becone perfect is through objective infornmation and experience.
Srila Prabhupada. No. That is not the way to becone perfect. No one can
beconme perfect through inperfect thinking, and our thinking nust be

i nper fect because our senses and mnds are inperfect.

Dr. Singh. Srila Prabhupada, another question can be raised. is it not
possi bl e that the soul nay accept three, four or five bodies and then
di e?

Srila Prabhupada. You are accepting mllions of bodies. | say that your
body of yesterday is not your body of today. So, if you live for one
hundred years, how nany ti nes have you changed bodi es? Just cal cul ate.
Dr. Singh. Thirteen

Srila Prabhupada. Wiy thirteen?

Dr. Singh. Medical science says that all the bodily cells are replaced
every seven years.

Srila Prabhupada. No, not every seven years--every second. Every second,
t he bl ood corpuscles are changing. Is it not so?

Dr. Singh. Yes.

Srila Prabhupada. And as soon as the blood corpuscles change, you change
your body.

Dr. Singh. In scientific term nology, can the eternality of the soul be
conpared to conservation of energy?

Srila Prabhupada. There is no question of the conservation of energy,
because energy is always existing.

Dr. Singh. But according to scientific term nology, the | aw of
conservation of energy is that energy cannot be created or destroyed,
whi ch nmeans, | think, that it is eternal

Srila Prabhupada. Oh, yes, that we admit. Krsna is eternal; therefore
all H's energies are eternal

Dr. Singh. Is that why the living entity is also eternal ?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. If the sun is eternal, its energies--heat and
light--are al so eternal

Dr. Singh. Does it follow fromthis, then, that life cannot be created
or destroyed?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. Life is eternal. It is not created or destroyed.
It is only tenporarily covered. | ameternal, but last night | was
covered by sleep, so | think in terns of yesterday and today. This is
the condition of the material world.

Everything Is Spiritual

Dr. Singh. Is material consciousness the absence of Krsna consci ousness?
Srila Prabhupada. Yes.

Dr. Singh. And when there is Krsna consci ousness, where is materi al

nat ure?



Srila Prabhupada. If you continue in Krsna consciousness, you will see
that nothing is material. When you offer a flower to Krsna, it is not
material. Krsna will not accept anything material. And this does not
nean that the flower is material on the bush, and then it becones
spiritual when you offer it to Krsna. No. The flower is "material" only
as long as you think that it is made for your enjoynent. But as soon as
you see that it is for Krsna's enjoynent, you see it as it really is--
spiritual

Dr. Singh. So the entire world is actually spiritual ?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. Therefore, we want to engage everything in
Krsna's service; that is the spiritual world.

Dr. Singh. Can we al so appreciate Krsna's creation in that |ight? For
exanpl e, can we think, "This tree is very beautiful because it is
Krsna's property"?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. That is Krsna consci ousness.

Dr. Singh. If someone | ooks at the Deity of Krsna in the tenple and
thinks that it is only stone or wood, what does that nean?

Srila Prabhupada. He is ignorant of the facts. How can the Deity be
material ? Stone is also Krsna's energy. Just as electric energy is
everywhere but only the electricians know how to utilize it, so Krsna is
everywhere--even in stone--but only His devotees know how to utilize
stone to appreciate Krsna. The devotees know t hat stone cannot exi st
out side of Krsna. Therefore, when the devotees see the Deity, they say,
"Here is Krsna." They see the real oneness of Krsna and Hi s energy.

Si mul t aneously One and Different

Dr. Singh. Is it true that Krsna conscious persons perceive Krsna in a
plain stone as nuch as in the Deity carved from stone?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes.

Dr. Singh. Just as nuch?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. Wiy not? In the Bhagavad-gita (9.4) Krsna says:

maya tatam i dam sarvam
j agad avyakta-nurtina

mat - st hani sarva- bhut an
na cahamtesv avasthitah

This means that Krsna's energy--that is, Krsna in His partially
mani fested form -pervades every atom of the universe. But Hs fully
mani f ested personal formis present in the Deity shaped according to His
directions. This is the philosophy of acintya-bhedabheda-tattva, the
si mul t aneous oneness and di fference of God and Hi s energies. For
exanpl e, when the sunshine is in your room that does not nean the sun

itself is in your room The sun and its separated energies, |ike heat
and light, are one in quality, but different in quantity.
Dr. Singh. But still, you say that one can see Krsna in ordinary stone?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, why not? W see the stone as Krsna's energy.

Dr. Singh. But can we worship Hmw thin the stone?

Srila Prabhupada. W can worship H mthrough His energy in the stone.
But we cannot worship the stone as Krsna. W cannot worship this bench
as Krsna. But we can worship everything because we see everything as
Krsna's energy. This tree is worshi pabl e because both Krsna and His
energy are worshipable, but this does not nmean we worship the tree in
the sane way as we worship the Deity of Krsna in the tenple.



In ny childhood | was taught by ny parents never to waste Krsna's
energy. They taught ne that if even a snmall grain of rice was stuck
bet ween the floorboards, | should pick it up, touch it to ny forehead
and eat it to save it frombeing wasted. | was taught how to see
everything in relation to Krsna. That is Krsna consci ousness. W
therefore do not like to see anything wasted or nisused. W are teaching
our disciples howto use everything for Krsna and how to understand that
everything is Krsna. As Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita (6.30):

yo mam pasyati sarvatra
sarvam ca nmayi pasyat
t asyaham na pranasyam
sa ca nme na pranasyat

"For one who sees Me everywhere and sees everything in Mg, | am
never lost, nor is he ever lost to Me."

The El eventh Morni ng Wl k

Recorded on May 15, 1973,

Srila Prabhupada is acconpanied by Dr. Singh and other students
Detecting the Spirit Sou

Dr. Singh. Scientists find it very hard to see the spirit soul. They say
its existence is very doubtful

Srila Prabhupada. How can they see it? It is too small to see. Wio has

t hat seei ng power?

Dr. Singh. Still, they want to sense it by sone neans

Srila Prabhupada. if you inject soneone with just one hundredth of a
grain of very venonous poison, he dies immediately. No one can see the
poi son or how it acts, but it is acting nevertheless. So why don't the
scientists see the soul by its action? In such cases we have to see by
the effect. The Vedas say that because of the nminute particle called the
soul, the whole body is working nicely. If | pinch nyself, | imediately
feel it because | am conscious throughout the whole of ny skin. But as
soon as the soul is out of ny body, which is the case when ny body dies,
you can take the same skin and cut and chop it, and nobody wi |l protest.
Wiy is this sinple thing so hard to understand? Is this not detecting
spirit?

Dr. Singh. W may detect the soul in this way, but what about God?

Srila Prabhupada. First of all let us understand the soul. The soul is a
sanple God. If you can understand the sanple, then you can understand

t he whol e.

Modern Sci ence: Hel p or Harn®

Dr. Singh. Scientists are in the process of trying to create life

Srila Prabhupada. "Process of"! "Trying to"! That we kick out; that we
do not accept. A beggar is saying, "l amtrying to be a mllionaire." W
say, "Wen you becone a nmillionaire, then tal k. Now you are a poor
beggar; that is all." The scientists say they are trying, but suppose
ask you, "What are you?" WII you say, "I amtrying to be..."? Wiat are
you now? That is the question. "W are trying" is not a proper answer,
what to speak of a scientific proposition



Dr. Singh. Well, although they haven't been able to create life so far
they say that soon they should be able to do so.

Srila Prabhupada. Any rascal may say that. If you say, "In the future
shall be able to do sonething extraordinary," why should | trust or
bel i eve you?

Dr. Singh. Well, the scientists say they have done so nuch in the past
and they will acconplish nore in the future.

Srila Prabhupada. In the past there was death, and people are dying now
So what have the scientists done?

Dr. Singh. Hel ped them

Srila Prabhupada. Scientists have helped to nminimze the duration of
life! Formerly nen lived one hundred years; now they seldomlive nore
than sixty or seventy years. And the scientists have di scovered atonic
energy; now they can kill millions of nen. So they have helped only in
dyi ng. They have not helped in living, and still they dare to declare
that they will create.

Dr. Singh. But now we have airplanes and--

Srila Prabhupada. The scientists cannot stop death, they cannot stop
birth, they cannot stop di sease, and they cannot stop old age. So what
have t hey done? Fornerly people used to becone old, and nowadays they
are beconming old. Fornerly people used to becone di seased, and now t hey
are becom ng di seased. Now there is nore nedicine--and nore di sease. So
what have they acconplished? Scientists have not hel ped i nprove the
order of the world. W are going to challenge all the rascal scientists
who say that |ife has grown out of matter. The fact is that matter has
growmn fromlife.

The 11l usion of Progress

Srila Prabhupada. How | ong can science cheat people? One hundred years,
two hundred years? They cannot cheat themfor all tine.

Dr. Singh. Cheating has been going on since tine imenorial, so perhaps
they think they can continue forever

Srila Prabhupada. Not since tine i menorial! Science has been cheating
people for only the past two or three hundred years, not before that.
Dr. Singh. Onh, really?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, for the last two hundred years they have been
preaching that life comes fromnatter--not for thousands of years. And
the cheating will be finished in another fifty years.

Dr. Singh. Yes, nowthere is a so-called anti-intellectual novenent.
Peopl e are rebelling agai nst science and nodern progress.

Srila Prabhupada. And what is that science? It is not science! It is

i gnorance. lgnorance is passing for science, and irreligion is passing
for religion. But this cheating cannot go on for |ong, because sone
peopl e are becom ng intelligent.

Dr. Singh. In Newsweek, one of the |largest nmagazines in the United
States, there was an article about the degradation of Christianity. The
article included a cartoon picturing the devil causing earthquakes.
There was recently a very large earthquake in South Anerica that killed
many t housands of people. The cartoon attributed such things to the

devil, and right next to himit showed Ri chard N xon presenting hinself
as a follower of Christ but bonbing Southeast Asia. In this cartoon, the
devil turned to Richard N xon and said, "It's hell keeping up with

Christians."
Srila Prabhupada. Yes, people will criticize in that way. People are
becom ng advanced. How | ong can they be cheated by so-called science and



so-called religion? If M. Nixon |oves his countrynen, why does he not
love his country's cows? They are also born in the sane | and, and they
have the sane right to live. Wiy are they killed? "Thou shalt not kill."
But the aninmals are being killed. That is inperfection. Krsna enbraces
both the cows and Radharani.[18] That is perfection. Krsna even talks
with the birds. One day on the bank of the Yanuna River, He was talking
with a bird, because He speaks even in the | anguages of the birds. An
old |ady saw this and was struck with wonder: "Ch, He is talking with a
bird!"
Dr. Singh. You nean He was actually talking the way the birds tal k?
Srila Prabhupada. Yes. One of Krsna's qualities described in the Vedas
is that He can speak any |anguage. He is the father of all living
bei ngs, and the father can understand the |anguage of his children
Krsna is the suprene enjoyer. Actually, except for those who are
Krsna consci ous, no one can have any real know edge, nor can anyone
enjoy. One sinply suffers, but he thinks the suffering is enjoynent.
This is called maya, or illusion. In Anerica people work hard day and
night, and they think, "I amenjoying." This is nmaya. A conditioned sou
cannot enjoy anything; he sinply suffers, but he thinks he is enjoying.
Therefore, in Srinmad-Bhagavatamthe conditioned soul is |ikened to
the canel. The canmel is very fond of eating thorny twigs that cut his
tongue. While he is eating them blood issues fromhis tongue and ni xes
with the thorny twigs. They becone a little tasty, and he is thinking,
"Ch, these twigs are very nice." That is called mya. Maya neans "t hat
which is not." Ma neans "not," and ya nmeans "this." So nmaya neans "not
this." That is the explanation of maya, or illusion. The scientists are
in maya because they think they are inproving things and becom ng happy.
But this world, along with everything init, will eventually be finished
because it is maya; it is not what we think it is. As Srinad-Bhagavatam
explains, the materialists are thinking they are beconi ng victorious,
but they are actually being defeated.

The Twel fth Morni ng Wl k

Recorded on May 17, 1973,

Srila Prabhupada is acconpanied by Dr. Singh, Karandhara dasa adhikari
Krsnakanti dasa adhi kari and ot her students.

Yogi ¢ Weapons

Srila Prabhupada. You have no power to drive away this nmist. Scientists
nerely explain it with sone word jugglery, saying that it contains
certain chemcals. [He laughs.] But they have no power to drive it away.
Dr. Singh. They do have an explanation as to how the mst is forned.
Srila Prabhupada. That they nay have, and | may have that al so, but that
is not a very great credit. If you really know how it is forned, then
you should be able to counteract it. Dr. Singh. W know how it is
formed.

Srila Prabhupada. Then di scover how to counteract it. Formerly, in Vedic
warfare, the atonic brahnmastra[19] was used. And to counteract it, the
opposi ng arnmy would have to use a weapon that would transformit into
wat er. But where is such a science today?



Dr. Singh. Mst is something like mlk. MIk |ooks white, but actually
it is a colloidal suspension of certain protein nolecules. Simlarly,
fog is a colloidal suspension of water.
Srila Prabhupada. So if you could create sone type of fire, the nist
woul d be i medi ately driven away; water can be driven away by fire. But
that you cannot do. If you were to explode a bonb, it would generate
heat, and all the nist would go away.
Kar andhara. That m ght damage the whole city.
Srila Prabhupada. Everyone knows that fire can counteract water, but you
cannot drive away the m st without killing people or destroying
property. But by nature's way, as soon as the sun rises, the mst is
vanqui shed. The power of the sun is greater than your power. Therefore,
you have to accept that inconceivable power exists.
Synpt ons of God
Srila Prabhupada. Wt hout accepting the principle of inconceivable
power, no one can understand God. God is not so cheap that any so-called
yogi can becone God. Such imtation gods are for rascals and fools.
Those who are intelligent will test whether or not such a person has
i nconcei vabl e power. We accept Krsna as God because He has denonstrated
Hi s inconceivable power. As a child, Krsna lifted a big hill. And Lord
Rama, an incarnation of Krsna, constructed a bridge without pillars by
floating stones on water. So one should not accept God cheaply.
Nowadays, sone rascal cones al ong and says, "l aman incarnation of
CGod, " and another rascal accepts him But Lord Rama and Lord Krsna
actual |y denmonstrated Their inconceivable power. Sonetines people say
the descriptions of Their activities are just stories or nyths. But
these literatures were conposed by Val m ki, [20] Vyasadeva and ot her
acaryas, who are all great and vastly |earned sages. Wiy woul d t hese
great sages sinply waste their tinme witing nmythol ogy? They never said
it was nythol ogy. They treated the accounts as actual facts. For
instance, in the Tenth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam Vyasadeva tells of a
forest fire in Vrndavana. Al of Krsna's cowherd boyfriends becane
di sturbed and | ooked to Krsna for help. He sinply swall owed up the whol e
fire. That is inconceivable nystic power. That is God. Because we are
tiny sanples of God, or Krsna, we al so possess inconceivable nystic
power w thin our bodies--but only in very minute quantities.
Scientific Know edge Cones From Krsna
Krsnakanti. The doctors nmarvel at the conplex nature of the human brain.
Srila Prabhupada. Yes, but it is not the brain that works the body; it
is the spirit soul. Does a conputer work by itself? No, a man works it.
He pushes the button; then sonething happens. Gherw se, what is the
val ue of the nachine? You can keep the nachine for thousands of years,
but it will not work until a man comes to push the button. But who is
wor ki ng, the machine or the man? Sinilarly, the human brain is also a
machine, and it is working under the direction of Paramatna, an
expansi on of God within everyone's heart.

Scientists should accept God and His nystic power. If they don't,
t hey shoul d be considered foolish. On the basis of transcendenta
know edge, we are directly challenging nany big scientists and
phi | osophers. The other day, you brought that chemist, and | told him
"You are foolish." But he was not angry. He adnitted it, and | defeated
all his argunents. Perhaps you renenber.
Dr. Singh. Yes. In fact, he acknow edged that perhaps Krsna didn't give
himall the procedural steps needed to performhis experinents.



Srila Prabhupada. He is against Krsna, so why should Krsna give himany
facilities? If you are against Krsna and you want credit w thout Krsna,
you will fail. You nmust first be submissive, and then Krsna will give
you all facilities. W dare to face any scientist or phil osopher and
chal l enge him How? On the strength of Krsna. | know that when | talk
with them Krsna will give ne the necessary intelligence to defeat them
O herwi se, fromthe viewpoint of scientific qualification, they are nuch
nore qualified than we. W are laynen before them But we know Krsna,
and Krsna knows everything. Therefore we can chall enge any scientists,
just as a small child can challenge a very big man because he knows, "M
father is here." He clutches the hand of his father, who nakes sure that
nobody can harm hi m

Dr. Singh. Is the human formof |life spoiled for those who do not try to
under st and Krsna consci ousness?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. People who do not try to understand their
relationship with God sinply die like animals--1ike cats and dogs. They
take birth, eat, sleep, beget children and die. This is the sumtotal of
their human lives. These rascals think, "I amthis body." They have no
information of atma. Atnma nmeans the self, or the individual soul

Sri mad- Bhagavat am and Bhagavad-gita gi ve us know edge about the atma

but people are unaware of this.

Peopl e are unaware of the know edge given to hunan society in the
Vedic literature. For exanple, the Vedas informus that cow dung is
pure. Here in Anerica especially, people bring their dogs onto the
street to pass stool. O course, dog stool is very inpure--gerns thrive
init. But people are such rascals that they do not consider this;

i nstead, they distribute dog stool everywhere. But there's no cow dung
to be seen, even though the Vedas say that cow dung is pure. Here is a
sign: "Littering Illegal." But dog stool is allowed. Just see how
foolish people are. It is illegal to drop a paper on the grass, but your
dog is allowed to pass stool. The governnent authorities will not allow
you to bring even one nmango from another country; but they will allow
your dog to distribute its stool everywhere, although this stool is ful
of infectious gerns.

The Space Program

A Childish Waste of Tinme and Money

Dr. Singh. Wen the astronauts returned fromthe noon to the surface of
the earth, the scientists in the space programwere very careful. They
t hought the astronauts m ght have brought sone new gerns as yet unknown,
so they put the astronauts in quarantine for several days to nake sure
t hat - -

Srila Prabhupada. First of all, find out whether they have gone to the
noon. | amnot so sure. Sixteen years ago, when | wote Easy Journey to
O her Planets, | remarked that the scientists were childish in their
attenpts to explore outer space and woul d never be successful. Mny
years later, when | visited San Francisco, a press reporter asked ne,
"What is your opinion about the noon expedition?" | told him "It is
sinmply a waste of tinme and noney, that's all."

Krsnakanti. The space programrecently had another failure.

Srila Prabhupada. That is al ways happening. Wiat was it?

Krsnakanti. They sent up a space vehicle to orbit the earth and act as
sort of a space outpost, but it failed. It cost two billion dollars.
Srila Prabhupada. Why are they wasting tinme and noney in that way?
Krsnakanti. They were criticized in the newspapers.



Srila Prabhupada. They are sinply childish fools. What have they gai ned
in the |ast--how many years? For how nmany years have they been trying to
go to the noon? with their sputnik.

Srila Prabhupada. But they were trying for nany years before that. So
et us say that for twenty-five years they have been trying. They have
not gai ned anythi ng except dust, but still they are trying. How
obstinate! The space programwi || never be successful

Dr. Singh. They say that in the future they want to go to the subsurface
of Mars.

Srila Prabhupada. They are all beconming "big men" with their statenents
about the future.

Dr. Singh. They say that it will happen in about ten years

Srila Prabhupada. So what if they say one year? They may say ten years
or one year, but we do not accept such propositions. W want to see what
t hey are doi ng now.

Dr. Singh. They are devel oping their technol ogy by using snmall scale
nodel s.

Srila Prabhupada. They are sinply childish. In nmy childhood | used to
wat ch the tranctars go along the rail. Once | thought, "I shall take a
stick and touch it to the wire, and | shall also go along the rails."
The scientists, with all their plans, are just as childish. They spend
so nuch tinme and noney, but what is their purpose? Their effort is

hopel ess because they do not actually know the purpose of life. The
scientists are spending |arge suns of noney, and politicians are
financing them but the result is zero. They are like a doctor who

doesn't understand a particul ar disease, but who still says to his
patient, "All right, first try this pill, and if that doesn't work, then
try this pill." The doctor will never adnit that he doesn't know the

renmedy for the disease. The scientists are sinply bluffing and cheati ng.
They cannot solve the real problens of life--birth, death, old age and
di sease--and therefore all their prograns are taking place on the
utopian platform which in Sanskrit is called akasa-puspa. Akasa-puspa
neans "a flower fromthe sky." Al their efforts to know the truth by
expl oring outer space are like trying to pluck a flower fromthe sky.

To give another exanple, the scientists act |ike foolish ducks. In
India we nmay sonetimes observe a duck followi ng all day behind a bull
The duck is thinking that the testicles of the bull are a fish. In India
this is a common sight. The bull is walking, and all day the duck is
wal ki ng behind, following that big fish and thinking, "It will drop, and
Il will eat it."

The Thirteenth Morning Wal k

Recorded on Decenber 2, 1973,

Srila Prabhupada is acconpanied by Dr. Singh, Hrdayananda dasa Goswani .
Krsna kanti dasa adhi kari and ot her students.

The Devot ee Beyond Desires

Srila Prabhupada. Now, who knows the difference between the karm, the
jnani, the yogi and the bhakta?



Hr dayananda dasa Goswami . The karm wants to enjoy the gross senses, the
jnani wants to enjoy the subtle nmnd--to nentally specul ate--and the
yogi wants to mani pul ate the universe with nystic powers

Srila Prabhupada. These are all material powers.

Hr dayananda dasa Goswanmi . And the bhakta has no nmaterial desires.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. And unless one is actually desirel ess, he cannot
be happy. The karm, the jnani and the yogi are all full of desires;
therefore they are unhappy. Karmis are the nost unhappy, the jnani is a
little | ess unhappy, and the yogi is still nore advanced. But the
bhakta, the devotee, is perfectly happy. Sone yogis have a nystic power
that enables themto snatch ponegranates fromtrees in another country,
t housands of miles away. O hers can fly without an airplane. And sone
yogi s can hypnotize anyone. Then they point to soneone and say, "This is
CGod," and their victins believe them | have actually seen such nagica
nonsense.

Krsnakanti. |Is the pure devotee nore nerciful than Krsna?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. A real Vaisnava, a real devotee, is even nore
nmerci ful than Krsna. Take Lord Jesus Christ, for exanple. It is said
that Lord Jesus took everyone's sins upon hinself, yet

he was crucified. W can see how nerciful he was. Today, rascals think
"Let us go on commtting sinful activities; Christ has taken a contract
to suffer for us." [There is a long, thoughtful silence.]

The Difference Between Matter and Spirit

Dr. Singh. Scientists say that trees al so have consci ousness

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, that is true, but a tree's consciousness and ny
consci ousness are different. My consciousness is nore devel oped. |If you
pinch nmy body, | will inmediately protest. But if you cut a tree, it
will not protest. Actually, everything has consciousness init; it is
sinmply a question of degree. The nore covered consci ousness i s by
matter, the nore it is considered material. And the nmore consci ousness
is devel oped, the nore it is considered spiritual. This is the

di fference between matter and spirit.

Spirit souls are everywhere. They are trying to come out of the
earth. [Points to the grass.] As soon as there is an opportunity, they
want to express their consciousness. Those souls who descend from hi gher
planets to this planet sonetinmes fall down to the ground in raindrops.
Then they becone grass and gradually evolve to higher forns of life.

Dr. Singh. Onh, that is terrible

Srila Prabhupada. These are the workings of subtle energy. Wat do the
scientists know about this? Actually, their know edge is carried away by
maya, illusion, and they are thinking, "Ch, I ama very |earned

schol ar."

Soul Transpl ants?

Dr. Singh. Srila Prabhupada, what about heart transplants? W know t hat
the spirit soul is within the heart. But nowadays doctors can replace an
old heart with a new one. Wat happens to the spirit soul in each heart?
Does the person who receives a new heart also get a new personality?
Srila Prabhupada. No.

Dr. Singh. Wiy not?

Srila Prabhupada. Suppose | get up fromone chair and go sit in another
chair. Does ny personality change? | may change ny seat, but does that
nmean | have changed?

Dr. Singh. But the heart is changed, and the heart contains the spirit
soul



Srila Prabhupada. The Vedas describe the heart as a sitting place for
the soul. So when they transplant hearts, they sinply change the soul's
seat. The same soul remains. If they could prove that by changing the
heart they have increased the patient's duration of life, then that
woul d prove they've caught the spirit soul. But they cannot increase the
duration of |ife, because people have acquired their bodies by a
superior arrangenent. You have this body, and you nust live within it
for a certain period. If you sinply change one of the parts of your

body, that will not help you prolong your life. That is inpossible. The
doctors think that by changing the heart they will increase the duration
of life, but that is not possible.

Dr. Singh. So a heart transplant is a kind of artificial transm gration
of the soul froman old heart to a new one?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, it is sonething like that. Krsna explains in the
Bhagavad-gita (2.13):

dehino 'sm n yat ha dehe
ka umaram yauvanam j ar a
tat ha dehantara-praptir
dhiras tatra na nuhyat

"As the enbodi ed soul continually passes, in this body, from
boyhood to youth to old age, the soul sinmlarly passes into another body
at death. The self-realized soul is not bew |ldered by such a change."
Changi ng hearts is just a change of material bodily organs. The heart is
not the real source of |life, and therefore changing the heart does not
prolong the duration of life.

Dr. Singh. Yes, nost heart transplant patients live only a very short
time after the operation. But is it ever possible to transplant the sou
from one body to another?

Srila Prabhupada. Sonetinmes certain yogis can do that. They can find a
better body and transfer thenselves into it.

Dr. Singh. Wen the doctors performa heart transplant, they take a
heart from soneone who has just died and exchange it for a weak heart in
soneone el se's body. Does the soul fromthe dead heart change pl aces
with the soul in the weak living heart?

Srila Prabhupada. No. The soul has already |eft the dead heart. There is
no question of bringing in another soul

Dr. Singh. Let ne see if | understand you correctly. Wen the doctors
renove the heart of a man who has just died, the soul has already |eft
his heart. Then, when they transplant his dead heart into the body of
the patient, the patient's soul passes into the transplanted heart.
Srila Prabhupada. Yes. The soul is destined to live in a particular body
for a certain nunber of years. You may change whatever part of the body
you li ke, but you cannot change the duration of the |ife of that body.
Dr. Singh. So the heart is just a machine--an instrunent?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. It is the sitting place of the soul

A Mustard Seed in a Bag of Mustard Seeds

Dr. Singh. Srila Prabhupada, biologists tell us that there are nmany
species of life that can reproduce w thout sex. Do the Vedas agree with
t his?

Srila Prabhupada. Ch, yes.

Dr. Singh. So we cannot curtail their reproduction?



Srila Prabhupada. No. How could we? There are so many living entities
that have conme into this material world to enjoy life, and therefore
reproduction nust continue. This material world is like a jail. You
cannot put an end to jails. As soon as one nan | eaves the jail, another
is ready to enter it. This sanme question was di scussed by Lord Caitanya
Mahapr abhu. [ 21] One of Hi s devotees, Vasudeva Datta, said, "Please take
all the living entities of this entire universe and rel ease them from
mat eri al bondage. And if You think they are too sinful to be rectified,
then just give all their sins to nme." But Caitanya Mahaprabhu said,
"Suppose | were to take this entire universe and all the living entities
with it. This is only one of innunerable universes. It is just like a
nustard seed in a huge bag of nustard seeds. |If you renpved one seed
fromthe bag, what would be the difference?" So reproduction cannot
actually be stopped. Living entities are unlimted in nunber, and
therefore it nust continue.

Dr. Singh. You have said that this material world is like a correction
house to teach one to get out of material entanglement and the cycle of
repeated birth and deat h.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. Therefore you nmust practice Krsna consci ousness.

The Fourteenth Morning Wal k

Recorded on Decenber 3, 1973,

Srila Prabhupada is acconpanied by Dr. Singh, Dr. W H Wl f-Rottkay and
ot her students.

The Oigin of the Interplanetary Gases

Dr. Singh. The scientists say that at one point the earth was conposed
of dust particles floating in sonme gaseous nmaterial. Then, in due
course, this colloidal suspension condensed and forned the earth.

Srila Prabhupada. That may be, but where did the gas cone fronf?

Dr. Singh. They say it just existed

Srila Prabhupada. Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita (7.4):

bhum r apo 'nal o vayuh

kham mano buddhir eva ca
ahankara itiyam ne

bhi nna prakrtir astadha

"Earth, water, fire, air, ether, nnd, intelligence and fal se ego--
all together these eight conprise My separated naterial energies." Here
Krsna explains that vayu (gas) cane fromH m And finer than vayu is
kham (ether), finer than ether is mnd, finer than mind is intelligence,
finer than intelligence is false ego, and finer than false ego is the
soul . But the scientists do not know this. They understand only gross
t hi ngs. They nention gas, but where does the gas cone fronf
Dr. Singh. That they cannot answer.

Srila Prabhupada. But we can answer. From Sri mad- Bhagavat am we know t hat
gas has conme from kham or ether, ether cones frommnd, mnd cones from
intelligence, intelligence comes fromfalse ego, and fal se ego cones
fromthe soul



Dr. Singh. The scientists argue that before Darwi n's biophysical type of
evol ution could take place, there had to be what they call prebiotic
chem stry, or chem cal evolution

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. And the term "chem cal evolution" neans that
chem cals have an origin, and that originis spirit, or life. A lenon
produces citric acid, and our bodi es produce nany chemnmicals in urine,
bl ood, and bodily secretions. This is proof that |ife produces

chem cals, not that chem cals produce life.

Dr. Singh. Scientists say that once the seed of life is present in the
cells, then the living entity automatically devel ops and functi ons.
Srila Prabhupada. Yes, but who gives the seed? In the Bhagavad-gita
(7.10) Krsna answers this question. Bijam mam sarva- bhutanam vi ddh
partha sanatanam "O son of Prtha, know that | amthe original seed of
all existences." And later (14.4):

sarva-yoni su kaunt eya
nurt ayah sanbhavanti yah
t asam brahma mahad yonir
aham bi j a- pradah pita

"It should be understood that all species of life, O son of Kunti,
are nade possible by birth in this material nature, and that | amthe
seed-giving father."

Gving Credit to the Primal Creator

Dr. WIf-Rottkay. But in all hunmlity, Srila Prabhupada, suppose the
scientists actually succeed in artificially creating a living cell. What
woul d you say?

Srila Prabhupada. What would be their credit? They would only be
imtating what already exists in nature. People are very fond of
imtations. If a man in a nightclub inmtates a dog, people will go and
pay nmoney to watch him But when they see a real dog barking, they don't
pay any attention to it.

Dr. Singh. Srila Prabhupada, the idea of chenical evolution cane froma
Russi an biol ogist in 1920. He denonstrated that before biochem ca
evolution, the earth's atnosphere was in a state of reduction. In other
words, it was nostly full of hydrogen, with very little oxygen. Then, in
due course, the sun's radiation caused these hydrogen nol ecules to form
into different chemcals.

Srila Prabhupada. This is a side study. First of all, where did the

hydr ogen cone fron? The scientists sinply study the niddle of the
process; they do not study the origin. W nust know t he begi nning. There
is an airplane. [indicates an airplane appearing on the horizon.] Wuld
you say the origin of that machine is the sea? A foolish person night
say that all of a sudden a |ight appeared in the sea, and that's how the
airplane was created. But is that a scientific explanation? The
scientists' explanations are simlar. They say, "This existed, and then
all of a sudden, by chance, that occurred." This is not science. Science
nmeans to explain the original cause.

Perhaps the scientists can create imtations of nature, but why
shoul d we give themcredit? we should give credit to the origina
creator, God; that is our philosophy.

Dr. Singh. Wen a scientist discovers sone natural |aw, he usually nanes
it after hinself.



Srila Prabhupada. Yes, exactly. The law is already there in nature, but
the rascal wants to take credit for it

Gerontol ogy: Prolonging the Suffering

Dr. Singh. They are actually fighting against the |l aws of nature, but
often they take pleasure in the struggle.

Srila Prabhupada. That pleasure is childish. Suppose a child builds a
sand castle on the beach with great effort. He may take pleasure init,
but that is childish pleasure. That is not a grown man's pl easure.
Materialistic nmen have created a standard of fal se happi ness. They have
created a gorgeous arrangenent for a confortable civilization, but it is
all fal se because they cannot create a situation in which they will be
able to enjoy it. At any nonent, anyone can be ki cked out by death, and
all his enjoynent will be finished.

Dr. Singh. That is why they say that God hasn't given us everything--
because we are not able to live here forever

Srila Prabhupada. But God has given them everything necessary to live
peaceful Iy, and everything necessary to understand Hm So why will they
not inquire about God? Instead, they do things that help them forget
God.

Dr. Singh. Now the scientists have organi zed a whol e departnent in

sci ence call ed gerontology, in which they study how to prolong life.
Srila Prabhupada. Their real aimshould be to stop the suffering.
Suppose an old man is in great pain, suffering fromnmany di seases, and
suddenly the doctors increase his |life-span. What is the profit?

Dr. Singh. That is what they do with heart transplants

Srila Prabhupada. It is nonsense! Let them stop death; that would be an
achi evenent. Let themstop all disease; ah, that would be an

achi evenent. They cannot do these things! Therefore, | say that all
their research is sinply a struggle for existence. Krsna says in
Bhagavad-gita (15.7):

manmai vanso jiva-| oke
j i va-bhut ah sanat anah
manah- sast han i ndriyan
prakrti-sthani karsat

"The living entities in this conditioned world are My eternal
fragmental parts. Due to conditioned life, they are struggling very hard
with the six senses, which include the mind."

Student. Now there is a shortage of oil

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, we have built a civilization that is dependent on
oil. This is against nature's |law, and therefore there is now an oi
shortage. By nature's law, winter is now com ng. Scientists cannot stop
it and turn it into sumer. They wongly think they are in control of
nature. In Bhagavad-gita Krsna inforns us that the living being thinks
hinself to be the doer of activities that are in actuality carried out
by nature. The sun is now rising. Can they make it dark? And when it is
dark, can they conmand the sun, "Get up!" They do not realize that if
they really want to conquer nature, they should try to conquer birth,
death, old age and disease. |In Bhagavad-gita (7.14) Krsna says:

dai vi hy esa gunanayi
manma naya duratyaya
mam eva ye prapadyante



mayam etamtaranti te

"This divine energy of Mne, consisting of the three nodes of
material nature, is difficult to overcone. But those who have
surrendered unto Me can easily cross beyond it."

Dr. Singh. So, is it very hard to overcone nature's | aws?

Srila Prabhupada. For the materialists, it is inpossible. But if one
surrenders to Krsna, it becones easy.

The Real Origin of Species

Dr. Singh. To explain why there are so nany varieties of living
entities, the scientists say that at a certain tinme during evolution

the cells' genes, which nornally reproduce thenselves perfectly for the
next generation, sonetines nmake a nistake in copying--sonething like the
printing press that sonetines makes nistakes. In sone circunstances

t hese m stakes, or nutations, have stood, and different species of
living entities have been forned because of the difference in the genes.
Srila Prabhupada. But that "nistake" has been continuing since tine

i menorial, for you will find that all varieties of living entities have
al ways existed. Therefore the "mi stake" is eternal. But when a "mi stake"
is permanent, it is not a mstake; it is intelligence!

Dr. Singh. But scientists say that if there were no nutations, then
there would be only one kind of living entity in the whol e universe.
Srila Prabhupada. No. Every living entity has a different mnd, and
therefore there are so many different species of life to accommpdate the
different mentalities. For exanple, we are wal ki ng here, but nost people
are not comng to join us, because they have different nentalities than
we do. Wiy does this difference exist?

Dr. Singh. Maybe it is a m stake

Srila Prabhupada. It is not a nistake. It is their desire, and at the
time of death everyone will get a body exactly according to his desire
Krsna says i n Bhagavad-gita (8.6):

yam yam vapi smaran bhavam
tyajaty ante kal evaram
tamtamevaiti kaunteya
saaa tad- bhava- bhavitah

"What ever state of being one renmenbers when he quits his body, that
state he will attain without fail." Wiat you are thinking of at the tine
of death exactly determ nes your next body. Nature will give you the
body; the decision is not in your hands, but in nature's, and she is
wor ki ng under the direction of God.

Dr. Singh. But science seens to have evidence that different species of
life do arise by m stakes.

Srila Prabhupada. That is their mstake! In the |laws of nature there are
no mstakes. In railway cars there are first-class, second-class and
third-class sections. If you purchase a third-class ticket but by

m stake go to the first-class section, you will not be allowed to stay
there. It is not a mstake that there are sections; that is the
arrangenent. But it is your mstake that you have gone to the wong
section. So, God is so thorough that He knows all the m stakes that will
be made. Therefore, according to the nmi stakes you conmit, you enter a
particul ar body: "Here, cone here. The body is ready." There are

8, 400, 000 species of life, and nature works, assigning different bodies,



wi th mat hemati cal precision. Wien the governnent builds a city, it
builds a prison even before the city is conpleted, because the
government knows that there will be many crinminals who will have to go
to prison. This is not the governnent's nistake; it is the nistake of
the crimnals. Because they becone crimnals, they have to go there. It
is their m stake.

In nature there are no m stakes. Krsna says:

mayadhyaksena pra krtih
suyat e sacaracaram
het unanena kaunt eya
jagad viparivartate

"This material nature is working under My direction, O son of
Kunti, and producing all noving and nonnoving beings." (Bg. 9.10) Nature
wor ks under the supervision of God, Krsna, so how can nature nake
m st akes? But we commit nistakes, we are illusioned, our senses are
i nperfect, and we cheat. That is the difference between God and man. God
does not have i nperfect senses; Hi s senses are perfect.
Satisfied Animals
Dr. Wl f-Rottkay. Because our senses are defective, the technol ogica
enl argenents of our senses nust al so be defective, of course.
Dr. Singh. The m croscopes with which we detect things nust al so be
def ecti ve.
Srila Prabhupada. Material existence nmeans defective existence. If you
construct sonething with defective know edge and i nperfect senses,
what ever you construct nust be defective.
Dr. Singh. Even if scientists devised a perfect mcroscope, they would
still have to ook through it with defective eyes.
Srila Prabhupada. Yes. That is right. Therefore we concl ude that
what ever the scientists nay say is defective
Dr. Singh. But they seemquite satisfied
Srila Prabhupada. The ass is also satisfied. The ass is satisfied to
carry the | oad of the washernman. Everyone is satisfied, even the wormin
the stool. That is nature's |aw
Dr. WIf-Rottkay. It is said that even the pauper is proud of his penny.
Srila Prabhupada. Yes. In sone parts of India one may sonetines see a
dog starving to death. But as soon as it gets a female dog, it is
satisfied with having sex. Is that satisfaction? The dog is starving,
but still it is satisfied with sex.

The Fifteenth Mrning Wal k

Recorded on Decenber 7, 1973,

Srila Prabhupada is acconpanied by Dr. Singh, Dr. W H Wl f-Rottkay and
anot her student.

Getting the Eyes to See God

Student. For the last one hundred fifty years, one of the mmjor problens
of Western theol ogi ans has been the rel ationship between reason and
faith. They have been seeking to understand faith through reason, but

t hey have been unable to find the relationship between the reasoning



abilities and faith. Sone of them have faith in God, but their reason
tells themthere is no God. For instance, they would say that when we

of fer prasada to the Lord, it is only faith to think that He accepts it,
because we cannot see H m

Srila Prabhupada. They cannot see Hm but | can see Hm | see God, and
therefore | offer prasada to Hm Because they cannot see Hm they nust
cone to ne so | can open their eyes. They are blind--suffering from
cataracts--so | shall operate, and they will see. That is our program
Student. Scientists say that their commobn ground of objectivity is what
they can perceive with their senses.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, they can perceive things with their senses, but
very inmperfectly. They perceive the sand with their senses, but can they
see who has made the sand? Here is the sand, and here is the sea; they
can be seen by direct perception. But how can one directly perceive the
origin of the sand and the sea?

Student. The scientists say that if the sand and the sea were nade by
God, we would be able to see Hm just as we can see the sand and the
sea thensel ves.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, they can see God, but they nust get the eyes to
see Hm They are blind. Therefore they nust first conme to ne for
treatment. The sastras say that one nust go to a guru to be treated so
that one can understand God. How can they see God with blind eyes?
Student. But seeing God is supranundane. Scientists only consider
mundane vi si on.

Srila Prabhupada. Everything is supranmundane. For instance, you nay
think there is nothing in the clear sky--that it is vacant--but your
eyes are deficient. In the sky there are innunerable planets you cannot
see because your eyes are linmted. Therefore, because it is not in your
power to perceive, you have to accept ny word: "Yes, there are mllions
of stars out there." |s space vacant because you cannot see the stars?
No. Only the deficiency of your senses |eads you to think so.

Student. The scientists will admt their ignorance of sone things, but
they say they cannot accept what they cannot see.

Srila Prabhupada. If they're ignorant, they have to accept know edge
from someone who knows the truth

Student. But they say, "What if what we are told is wong?"

Srila Prabhupada. Then that is their msfortune. Because their inperfect
senses cannot perceive God, they have to hear it froman authority. That
is the process. If they don't approach the authority--if they approach a
cheater--that is their msfortune. But the process is that wherever your
senses cannot act, you nust approach an authority to learn the facts.
The Frustration of the Atheists

Dr. Singh. The difficulty is that in a group of atheists, you can't
prove the exi stence of God.

Srila Prabhupada. The atheists are rascals. Let us teach the others--

t hose who are reasonabl e. Everything has been nade by soneone: the sand
has been made by soneone, the water has been nade by soneone, and the
sky has been made by soneone. Krsna consci ousness neans | earni ng who

t hat someone is.

Dr. Singh. The scientists will say, "Present that soneone to ne so | can
see Hm"

Srila Prabhupada. And | answer them "I am presenting that soneone to
you, but you have to take the training as well." You have to qualify
your eyes to see that soneone. If you are blind, but you do not want to



go to the physician, how wll you be cured of your blindness and see?
You have to be treated; that is the injunction

Student. That step requires faith.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, but not blind faith--practical faith. If you want
to learn anything, you nust go to an expert. That is not blind faith; it
is practical faith. You cannot |earn anything by yourself.

Student. If sonebody is actually sincere, will he always neet a bona
fide guru?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. QGuru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija. Krsna
is within you, and as soon as He sees that you are sincere, He will send
you to the right person.

Student. And if you are not conpletely sincere, you will get a cheater
for a teacher?

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. If you want to be cheated, Krsna will send you to
a cheater. Krsna is superintelligent. If you are a cheater, He wll
cheat you perfectly. But if you are actually sincere, then He will give
you the right guidance. In Bhagavad-gita (15.15) Krsna says, sarvasya
caham hrdi sannivisto mattah snrtir jnanam apohanamca: "I amseated in
everyone's heart, and from Me cone renenbrance, know edge and

forgetful ness." Krsna speaks of both renmenbrance and forgetful ness. If
you are a cheater, Krsna will give you the intelligence to forget H m
forever.

Student. But the atheists are in control. They have the dom nance.

Srila Prabhupada. One kick of nmaya and all their donminance is finished
in one second. That is the nature of nmaya. The atheists are under
control, but due to nmaya, or illusion, they think they're free.

noghasa nogha- kar mano
nogha j nana vi cet asah
raksasi m asuri m cai va
prakrti m nmohi ni msritah

"Those who are bewi |l dered are attracted by denoni ac and at heistic
views. In that deluded condition, their hopes for liberation, their
fruitive activities and their culture of know edge are all defeated."
(Bg. 9.12) Because they are bewi ldered, all their hopes are frustrated.
That is stated here in Bhagavad-gita, and that is actually happening. So
many of their big plans, like this nmoon project, are frustrated, but
they still claimthat they can dom nate nature.

Dr. Singh. They do not want to cone to their senses

Srila Prabhupada. Therefore they are rascals.

Scientists Bravely Going to Hell

Srila Prabhupada. A sensible man will take a good | esson, but a rasca
wi Il never take a good | esson. There is a story of a great poet naned
Kal i dasa, who was a great rascal also. Once, Kalidasa was sitting on the
branch of a tree and sinultaneously cutting it. A gentleman asked him
"Way are you cutting this tree linb? You will fall down."

Kal i dasa replied, "No, no, | will not fall down." So he kept
cutting the linb, and he fell down. The conclusion is that he was a
rascal because he would not take good advice. By their so-called
scientific advancenment, scientists are going to hell. But they do not
listen when they are told; therefore they are rascals. Rascals
repeatedly nmake a plan, see it frustrated, and agai n nake another plan.
This plan is also frustrated, so they nmake another plan. Yet when we try



to explain to themthat all their materialistic plans will be
unsuccessful and usel ess, they refuse to listen. That is rascaldom The
rascal s repeatedly chew the chewed. At hone, in the street, at the

ni ghtclub, at the theater--wherever he is, sex in its different
varieties is his only pleasure.

Student. Srila Prabhupada, one could say that that is bravery.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes, you can say that, but that bravery is their

rascal dom They are bravely going to hell, that's all. Once, one nman was
chasi ng anot her man, and the man who was chasi ng asked, "Wy are you
fleeing? Are you afraid of ne?" The other man replied, "I amnot afraid

of you. Wiy should | not run? Wiy should |I stop?"

In the sanme way, the gross materialist is bravely going to hell.
"Way should | stop with nmy sinful activities?" he says. "I will Bravely
face any reaction."
Dr. Singh. They are crazy.
Srila Prabhupada. Yes, crazy. The Vedas say that once a nan becones
crazy, or haunted by ghosts, he speaks all kinds of nonsense. Simlarly,
anyone under the influence of the material energy is crazy. Therefore he
tal ks only nonsense, that's all. Though scientists are not expert in
science, they are expert in bluffing others and juggling words.
Mystic Tel evision
Dr. Singh. They now have things they did not have before, like
t el ephones, televisions, airplanes, nmissiles and nany ot her new
di scoveri es.
Srila Prabhupada. But there are better tel ephones that they do not know
about. I n Bhagavad-gita, Sanjaya denonstrated this when he was sitting
with his nmaster, Dhrtarastra, and relating all the affairs that were
taking place far away on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra. Sanjaya's vision
was actually greater than the tel ephone. It was nystic television. It
was television within the heart, for he was sitting in a roomfar from
the battlefield and still seeing everything that was occurring there. In
Bhagavad-gita, Dhrtarastra inquired of Sanjaya, "How are ny sons and
nephews? What are they doi ng?" Then Sanjaya descri bed how Duryodhana was
goi ng to Dronacarya, what Dronacarya was speaki ng, how Duryodhana was
replying, and so on. Even though these activities were too far away to
be seen by ordinary eyes, Sanjaya could see and describe them through
his nystic power. That is real science.
Dr. Singh. Sone scientists say that we have inproved on nature by naking
things |like plastic and nedicine.
Srila Prabhupada. In Vedic tines people ate on silver and gol den pl at es,
but now the scientists have i nproved things with plastic plates.
[ Laughter.]
Dr. Singh. The plastic has becone a great problem because they cannot
get rid of it. There is no way to dispose of it. It just continues to
pile up.
Here |Is the Proof
Dr. WIf-Rottkay. The materialists would be nore sincere if they said
"W don't want to be taken out of our dream W want to continue trying
to enjoy our senses with all our nmachines." But they will not admt that
their attenpts to enjoy always fail.
Srila Prabhupada. That is their foolishness. Eventually they have to
admt it.
Dr. Wl f-Rottkay. But they say, "Try, try again."



Srila Prabhupada. How can they try? Suppose you cannot see because you
are suffering fromcataracts. If you try to see--you try, try, try, try,
try. Is that the cure for cataracts? No. You will never be cured like
that. You nust go to a physician, who will performa surgical operation
to restore your eyesight. You cannot see by trying and trying.

Dr. WIf-Rottkay. That is just what they do not want to accept--that al
their efforts to knowthe truth by materialistic science have failed.
Srila Prabhupada. They are foolish. They will not take good advice. If
you give a rascal some good advice, he will becone angry, just like a
serpent. Suppose you bring a serpent into your hone and say, "M/ dear
serpent, please live with me. Every day | will give you nice food--mlKk
and bananas." The snake will be very pleased, but the result will be
that its poison will increase, and one day you will say, "Ah!" [imtates
a bitten person.]

Dr. Wl f-Rottkay. But the scientists will never give up hope

Srila Prabhupada. Their plans are being frustrated at every nonent, but
still they are hoping.

Student. Srila Prabhupada, one librarian wanted ne to prove that
Bhagavad-gita was five thousand years old. He wanted to see a copy that
was witten down five thousand years ago.

Srila Prabhupada. Suppose | go into a dark roomand say to the person

i nside, "The sun has risen. Conme out!" The person in darkness nmay say,
"Where is the proof that there is light? First prove it to ne; then

will come out.”" | may plead with him "Please, please, just cone out and
see." But if he does not cone out to see, he remains ignhorant, waiting
for proof. So, if you sinply read Bhagavad-gita you will see everything.
Cone and see. Here is the proof.

The Si xteenth Mrning Wal k

Recorded on Decenber 10, 1973,

Srila Prabhupada is acconpanied by Dr. Singh, Hrdayananda dasa Goswami
and ot her students.

The Meani ng of " Suprene"

Srila Prabhupada. What is the neaning of suprenmacy in this nmaterial
wor | d? Why do you accept President N xon as the suprene person within
your state?

Dr. Singh. Because he has sone power.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. And why is he suprene? Because as the
government's nunber one servant, he gets the highest salary, has all the
best facilities, and his order is final

Dr. Singh. He has the power to convince others

Srila Prabhupada. No. You nay not agree with him but because he is
supreme, you have to accept his order. That is his position. It does not
depend on your acceptance or nonacceptance. That is the neani ng of
supremacy, is it not? The Vedic literature says that one who has the
synptons of supremacy is fortunate. The suprenely fortunate person is
God. Laksmi - sahasr a- sat a- sanbhr ama- sevyamanam "He is served by hundreds
and t housands of |aksms, or goddesses of fortune." (Brahma-sanmhita
5.29) Here on this planet we are begging a little favor fromthe goddess



of fortune. But Krsna is always worshi ped by many thousands of goddesses
of fortune.

Dr. Singh. To conceive of anyone so fortunate is beyond our thinking
capacity.

Srila Prabhupada. Yes. Therefore Krsna is acintya, inconceivable. W
cannot estimate how great or fortunate He is! Acintya neans "that which
we cannot estimate." W can see only a part of God's opul ence--this
material nature--which is only a partial exhibition of God's potencies.
The Suprene Personality has nmany potencies. He has inferior energies and
superior energies. In Bhagavad-gita (7.4) Krsna says:

bhum r apo 'nal o vayuh

kham mano buddhir eva ca
ahankara itiyam ne

bhi nna prakrtir astadha

"Earth, water, fire, air, ether, nnd, intelligence and fal se ego--
all together these eight conprise My separated naterial energies." In
t he next verse of Bhagavad-gita, Krsna describes H s superior energy
(para prakrti), which is manifested as the spiritual world. So, if in
the inferior, naterial energy there are so many wonderful things, just
i magi ne how nuch nore inportant and how nuch nore wonderful things are
in the spiritual world. This is the neani ng of superior
The Mysteries of Yogic Power
Hr dayananda dasa Goswami. And are all the varieties of |life we see on
earth contained in the spiritual world?
Srila Prabhupada. Yes. And, noreover, if in this inferior energy there
are so nany wonderful varieties of life, just think how wonderful are
the superior varieties of life in the spiritual world. Even in this
mat eri al universe, the inhabitants of sone planets are far superior to
t hose on other planets. For exanple, people on earth practice nystic
yoga for achieving wonderful powers, but people on the planet called
Si ddhal oka have these great yogic powers naturally. On earth it is
natural that a bird can fly; but we cannot, except with costly nachi nes.
However, on such planets as Siddhal oka, the residents can fly even from
one planet to another w thout nachines. They can go to other planets
sinmply at will. Even on earth there are sone yogis who can take their
bath early in the norning in four places at once--Jagannat ha Puri
Ranesvara, Hardwar and Dvaraka.[22] One yogi friend used to visit ny
father in Calcutta. The yogi told himthat when he (the yogi) would
sinmply sit down and touch his guru, he would travel from Calcutta to
Dvaraka in two mnutes. That is yogic power. So what are today's
ai rpl anes? Durvasa Muni traveled all over the universe and up to
Vai kunt ha[ 23] within one year. According to nodern cal cul ations, certain
planets in this universe are nore than forty thousand |i ght-years[24]
distant fromthe earth. This neans it would take forty thousand years to
reach these planets if you traveled at the speed of light. Even if they
had t he nmeans, how could the astronauts live for forty thousand years?
So, why are they so proud?
Dr. Singh. The scientists have a theory that they can produce a machi ne
that will travel at the speed of |ight.
Srila Prabhupada. That is rascal dom They say that, but they will never
be able to do it.
Vedi ¢ Cosnol ogy



Srila Prabhupada. There are many invisible planets and stars. For
exanpl e, when the Rahu pl anet passes before the sun and noon, there is
an eclipse. But the scientists describe an eclipse differently.

Actual |y, the Rahu pl anet causes an eclipse. There are nmany questionabl e
poi nts regarding the nodern scientists' theory of the eclipse. Their

expl anation is incorrect according to Vedic information.

Dr. Singh. But the scientists say that they can prove their theories
Srila Prabhupada. They say that science proves everything. But that is
nonsense. The scientist has proved everything except what he is. That he
does not know. And why does he die? That al so he does not know. That is
the extent of his know edge.

Dr. Singh. They can nmake a nodel of the universe. They can make a node
of the planets and the noon.

Srila Prabhupada. If they can nake things, why don't they make an
imtation sun to save electricity? These rascal s say everything, but

t hey cannot do anything. That is their position. |If they can nake a
nodel of the universe, |let them nmake a big nodel of the sun. Then in the
dark night we will not have to spend so nuch noney on electricity. But
they cannot do it. Yet they speak big, big words, sinply to take noney
fromthe taxpayers. They say they know the conposition of the noon and
the conposition of the sun, so why can't they nake then? Wiy can't they
create an artificial sun so that the people of Iceland and G eenl and can
be saved from so much col d?

God |Is Never Zero

Srila Prabhupada. Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu once gave the exanple of the
jewel called cintanani, which produces nmany other jewels while remaining
as it is.

om pur nam adah pur nam i dam
purnat purnam udacyate
pur nasya purnam adaya
pur nam evavasi syat e

(Sri 1sopani sad I nvocati on)

The neaning of this verse is that although everything emanates from
the Personality of Godhead, He never dimnishes. Here on earth the
petrol is running out, and this is beconing a terrible problem but the

sun is still shining and will continue to shine for an untol d nunber of
years. And Krsna can create millions of suns; in fact, He has already
done so. But He is still fully potent. He has |lost nothing. That is God,

and that is the suprene energy of God, acintya-sakti.

We have sonme noney to spend, and the next day our account becones
zero. Rascals say that ultimate truth is zero, sunyavada. They do not
know that God is never zero--that He is always positive. So we nust have
a clear idea of God. Theol ogi ans shoul d take these ideas from Vedic
descriptions and not be misled by fools and rascals. God and H s ful
energies are explained in the Vedic literatures. Qur energy is |lost, but
God's is not. That is the difference between God and us. | cannot wal k
swiftly or do so nmany other things that a young nan can do, because
have [ ost ny youthful energy. But God is always youthful. Advaitam
acyut am anadi m anant a- r upam adyam pur ana- pur usam nava- yauvanam ca:
"Krsna, the Suprene Personality of Godhead, is absolute, infallible and
begi nni ngl ess. Expanded into unlimted forns, He is the original person
t he ol dest, and al ways appearing as a fresh youth." (Brahma-sanmhita



5.33) Krsna al so says in Bhagavad-gita, isvarah sarva-bhutanam hrd-dese
"rjuna tisthati: "The Suprene Lord is situated in everyone's heart." He
is also within every atom But still He is one. That is God. And He is
advaita, without duality. Not that He is living within your heart and a
different personality is living within nmy heart. No, they are one. God
is everywhere by His all-pervasive features, and He is also |localized;

yet He is still one.
The Absolute Nature of Krsna's Love
Dr. Singh. In sone Western theological literature, Srila Prabhupada

they say that God is |ove.

Srila Prabhupada. God is everything. Wiy do they say He is this or that?
Anything is God because He is absolute. H's love and His ennity are the
sane. In the material world, we distinguish between | ove and ani nosity.
But God's aninosity and God's |ove are the sane thing. Therefore, He is
call ed acintya. or inconceivable. God's |love for the gopis[25] and God's
enmty for Kansa[26] achieved the sane result. Both Kansa and the gopis
went to the spiritual world. Also, Putana[27] cane to poison Krsna, and
not her Yasoda was al ways anxi ous to save Krsna, the naughty child, |est
He be harmed. So nother Yasoda and Putana are opposite, but they both
achi eved the sane results. Krsna thought, "I have sucked Putana's
breast, so now she is My nother. She nust reach the sane destination as
Yasoda." This is the absolute nature of Krsna's enmty and Krsna's |ove.

vadanti tat tattva-vidas

tattvam yaj jnanam advayam
brahnmeti paranat neti
bhagavan iti sabdyate

"Learned transcendentalists who know the Absolute Truth call this
nondual substance Brahman, Paranatna or Bhagavan." (Sri nmad-Bhagavatam
1.2.11) God has His inpersonal, all-pervasive feature (known as Brahnan)
and H s localized Paramatna feature. At the sane tine He is Bhagavan
which is H's original, personal, transcendental form The three are
different but the sane. This is the nature of God, acintya-bhedabheda-
tattva--sinmul taneously one and different. One who has reached the
personal conception of Bhagavan has autonatically reached Brahman and
Paramat ma. They are all Krsna, but there is a difference between them
They are sinultaneously one and different.

Accepting Knowl edge From a Learned Person

Dr. Singh. Srila Prabhupada, many people have difficulty accepting God
Srila Prabhupada. They are diseased, but they do not want to be treated.
If they do not agree to be treated, that is their fault. One who is not
Krsna consci ous--God conscious--is a nmadman. Under the power of the
illusory energy--the inferior, naterial energy--he talks only nonsense,
just |ike soneone haunted by a ghost. You nust approach a person who is
| earned. You nust find such a person, a guru, and surrender to him Then
guestion him and whatever answers you get from himyou nust accept.
That is the process for understanding God. You nust first find the guru
then you nust satisfy himby service and by surrendering unto him The
guru wi Il explain everything. Krsna explains in Bhagavad-gita (4.34):

tad viddhi prani patena
partprasnena sevaya
upadeksyanti te jnanam



j nani nas attva-darsi nah

"Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual naster.
I nquire from hi msubm ssively and render service unto him The self-
realized soul can inpart knowl edge unto you because he has seen the
truth.”

Not es

1. Vedi c knowl edge was originally handed down as one Veda. About
five thousand years ago the sage Vyasadeva divided it into four Vedas
(Rg, Yajur, Sama and Atharva) so that less intelligent people night
understand it. Vasadeva was an enpowered incarnation of God. He al so
undert ook the task of expanding the Vedas into ei ghteen Puranas and the
Mahabharata, and he sumed up all the Vedic literature in the Vedanta-
sutra. But he was still dissatisfied with this colossal literary
achi evenent. Therefore, under the direction of his spiritual naster
Nar ada Muni, he wote the Srinad-Bhagavatam which is "the ripened fruit
of Vedi ¢ know edge."

2. Bhagavad-gita is w dely renowned throughout the world as the
essence of Vedic knowl edge. It contains the sacred instructions given by
Lord Krsna, the Suprene Personality of Godhead, to Arjuna, His intimte
devotee, on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra. In these instructions Lord
Krsna gives a scientific exposition of the perfect path to self-
realization in the present dark age of hypocrisy and quarrel

Oiginally witten in Sanskrit, Bhagavad-gita has been published in
al nost every language in the world (there are nore than six hundred
English translations alone), but Bhagavad-gita As It |Is. by H's Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swam Prabhupada, is the first English
translation and commentary by a pure devotee of the Lord in a bona fide
di sciplic succession of spiritual nmasters steming fromLord Krsna
Hi nsel f. Therefore, Bhagavad-gita As It |s presents Lord Krsna's nessage
wi thout the slightest distortion or personal interpretation. Thus it is
the first edition to have actual ly awakened the dornmant Krsna
consci ousness of its readers.

3. The banyan is the sacred Indian fig tree (Ficus religiosa). Its
branches drop shoots to the ground, and these take root and support
their parent branches. Extending itself in this way, one tree will often
cover a very large area

4. Srinmad-Bhagavatam one of the eighteen Puranas, is generally
known as "the spotless Purana.”" It was witten down five thousand years
ago by Srila VWasadeva, who specifically intended it for the people of
the present dark age of hypocrisy and quarrel. It is the origina
commentary on the Vedanta-sutra (by the sane author) and is the cream of
all Vedic literatures. Here Srila Prabhupada quotes a verse fromthe
Second Canto of the Bhagavatam (2.3.19). In Srila Prabhupada's English
renderi ng of the Bhagavatam this verse appears as foll ows:

sva- vi d- var ahostra- khar ai h
sanst ut ah purusah pasuh
na yat - kar na- pat hopet o
j atu nama gadagr aj ah



TRANSLATI ON: Men who are |ike dogs, hogs, canels and asses praise
t hose nen who never listen to the transcendental pastines of Lord Sri
Krsna, the deliverer fromevils.

PURPORT: The general mass of people, unless they are trained
systematically for a higher standard of Iife in spiritual values, are no
better than animals, and in this verse they have particularly been put
on the level of dogs, hogs, canels and asses. Mdern university
education practically prepares one to acquire a doggish nentality with
which to accept the service of a greater master. After finishing a so-
cal l ed education, the so-called educated persons nove |ike dogs from
door to door with applications for sone service, and nostly they are
driven away, infornmed of no vacancy. As dogs are negligible animls and
serve the master faithfully for bits of bread, a nman serves a naster
faithfully without sufficient rewards.

Persons who have no discrimnation in the matter of foodstuff and
who eat all sorts of rubbish are conpared to hogs. Hogs are very nuch
attached to eating stools. So stool is a kind of foodstuff for a
particular type of animal. And even stones are eatables for a particul ar
type of animal or bird. But the human being is not neant for eating
everything and anything; he is neant to eat grains, vegetables, fruits,
m |k, sugar, etc. Animal food is not neant for the hunman bei ng. For
chewi ng solid food, the human being has a particular type of teeth neant
for cutting fruits and vegetables. The hunman being is endowed with two
canine teeth as a concession for persons who will eat aninmal food at any
cost. It is known to everyone that one nman's food is another nan's
poi son. Hunman beings are expected to accept the remmants of food offered
to Lord Sri Krsna, and the Lord accepts foodstuff fromthe categories of
| eaves, flowers, fruits, etc. (Bg. 9.26). As prescribed by Vedic
scriptures, no animal food is offered to the Lord. Therefore, a human
being is meant to eat a particular type of food. He should not inmtate
the aninmals to derive so-called vitam n values. Therefore, a person who
has no discrinmnation in regard to eating is conpared to a hog.

The canel is a kind of animal that takes pleasure in eating thorns.
A person who wants to enjoy fanmly life or the worldly Iife of so-called
enjoynent is conpared to the canmel. Materialistic life is full of
thorns, and so one should live only by the prescribed nethod of Vedic
regul ations just to nake the best use of a bad bargain. Life in the
material world is naintai ned by sucking one's own blood. The centra
point of attraction for material enjoynent is sex life. To enjoy sex
life is to suck one's own blood, and there is not much nore to be
explained in this connection. The canel also sucks its own blood while
chewi ng thorny twi gs. The thorns the canel eats cut the tongue of the
canel, and so blood begins to flowwithin the canel's nouth. The thorns,
m xed with fresh blood, create a taste for the foolish canel, and so he
enjoys the thorn-eating business with false pleasure. Simlarly, the
great business nmagnates, industrialists who work very hard to earn noney
by di fferent ways and questionabl e nmeans, eat the thorny results of
their actions nixed with their own bl ood. Therefore the Bhagavatam has
situated these diseased fellows along with the canels.

The ass is an animal who is celebrated as the greatest fool, even
anong the aninals. The ass works very hard and carries burdens of the
maxi mum wei ght wi t hout naking profit for itself. The ass is generally
engaged by the washernman, whose social position is not very respectable.
And the special qualification of the ass is that it is very nuch



accustoned to being kicked by the opposite sex. Wien the ass begs for
sexual intercourse, he is kicked by the fair sex, yet he still follows
the fenmale for such sexual pleasure. A henpecked nman is conpared,
therefore, to the ass. The general nass of people work very hard,
especially in the age of Kali. In this age the human being is actually
engaged in the work of an ass, carrying heavy burdens and driving thela
and rickshaws. The so-called advancenment of human civilization has
engaged a hunan being in the work of an ass. The | aborers in great
factories and workshops are al so engaged in such burdensone work, and
after working hard during the day, the poor |aborer has to be again

ki cked by the fair sex, not only for sex enjoynent but also for so nany
househol d affairs.

So Srimad- Bhagavatami s categorization of the commbn nman wit hout any
spiritual enlightennent into the society of dogs, hogs, canels and asses
is not at all an exaggeration. The |eaders of such ignorant nmasses of
peopl e may feel very proud of being adored by such a nunber of dogs and
hogs, but that is not very flattering. The Bhagavatam openly decl ares
that al though a person may be a great |eader of such dogs and hogs
di sgui sed as nen, if he has no taste for being enlightened in the
sci ence of Krsna, such a leader is also an animal and nothing nore. He
may be designated as a powerful, strong animal, or a big animal, but in
the estimtion of Srimad-Bhagavatam he is never given a place in the
category of nan, on account of his atheistic tenperanent. O, in other
wor ds, such godl ess | eaders of dogs and hogli ke nen are bigger aninals
with the qualities of animals in greater proportion

5. Sonetines a very hungry person will pick up a discarded piece of
sugar cane, from which soneone el se has sucked out the sugary juice, and
chew the already chewed pulp in an effort to get sone sweet taste. This
is called "chewi ng the chewed."

6. Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura (1838-1914) is one of the great
acaryas, or teachers of Krsna consciousness in the succession of
spiritual masters. His son, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Goswami
Mahar aj a Prabhupada, was the spiritual naster of Hs Divine Grace A C
Bhakti vedanta Swam Prabhupada. Srila Bhaktivi noda Thakura wote
prolifically on the science of Krsna consciousness. In 1896 he initiated
t he teachi ngs of Krsna consciousness in the Wstern world by sending a
copy of one of his small books--Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu: His Life and
Precepts--to MG Il University in Canada. Many of his Bengali songs are
avai |l abl e in Songs of the Vaisnava Acaryas, published by the
Bhakt i vedant a Book Trust.

7. In the ascendi ng process of investigation, a person attenpts to
realize the truth by personal observation followed by speculation. In
t he descendi ng process, on the other hand, he accepts instructions from
an aut horized source. These two nethods of inquiry are known as
i nducti on and deduction, respectively.

8. "My Guru Maharaja" refers to Srila Prabhupada's spiritua
master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Goswani Mahar aj a.

9. Jagad-guru neans "guru of the entire world."

10. A Vaisnava is a devotee of Lord Visnu. Krsna is the origina
formof Visnu; therefore all the devotees of Krsna are Vai snavas.

11. Raghunat ha dasa Gosvam was a contenporary and an exalted
devotee of Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu. He was one of the six Gosvanms
entrusted with continuing Lord Caitanya's mission of spreading Krsna
consci ousness throughout the world. Although born in a very wealthy



farmy, Raghunatha dasa Gosvam led a life of great austerity after he
nmet Lord Caitanya.

12. Bhagavad-gita 18.54. Lord Krsna says, "One who is thus
transcendental ly situated at once realizes the Suprenme Brahman and
becomes fully joyful. He never lanents nor desires to have anything; he
is equally disposed to every living entity. In that state he attains
pure devotional service unto Me."

13. Karma neans "activity," and the |aw of karma refers to the
process in which higher authorities award us favorabl e or unfavorable
reactions according to our pious or inpious activities, respectively. As
the Bi bl e says, "As ye sow, so shall ye reap." Thus, our present
condi tion--whether we are weal thy, wise or beautiful, or whether we have
an Anerican, an Indian or a Japanese body--conpl etely depends on the
activities we perforned in our previous life or |ives.

Utimately, all karnmm, whether good or bad, is unfavorable, for it
binds us to the naterial world. Devotional service in Krsna
consci ousness, however, is akarmc. In other words, it produces no
reaction at all. Hence, when Arjuna killed his opponents on the
Battlefield of Kuruksetra, he suffered no reaction, for he was sinply
carrying out the will of Lord Krsna.

14. DNA nol ecul es are essential building and replicating units in
organic cells. Many scientists regard themas the source of life, but
according to Vedic science we nust distinguish the chenical constituents
of the body (such as DNA) fromthe very source of the |ife synptons,
which is the spirit soul

15. Demigods are beings nore advanced than humans. Although they
resenbl e us, they possess far greater intelligence and beauty, wonderfu
nystic powers and, in sone cases, nmany arns and heads. In the materia
universe there are thirty-three million adninistrative deni gods, each of
whomis responsi ble for a particular phase of cosm ¢ managenent (such as
heat, light, water or air).

16. Bhagavad-gita 6.41-42. "After many, many years of enjoynent on
the planets of the pious living entities, the unsuccessful yogi is born
into a famly of righteous people, into a fanily of rich aristocracy, or
into a famly of transcendentalists, who are surely great in w sdom
Verily, such a birth is rare in this world."

17. Bhagavad-gita 18.61. "The Suprene Lord is situated in
everyone's heart, O Arjuna, and is directing the wanderings of al
living entities, who are seated as on a nachine nmade of the materia
energy."

18. Radharani is the suprene devotee of Lord Krsna, and She is H's
eternal consort. She is also considered to be the enbodi nrent of Krsna's
internal, spiritual energy of pleasure.

19. The brahmastra is a subtle nucl ear weapon soneti nes enpl oyed in
the Vedic mlitary art. It was rel eased by the chanting of a mantra, and
even if released froma long distance, it could annihilate any target,
large or snall, wthout harming anything else. for further information
see Srimad- Bhagavatam First Canto, Chapter Eight.

20. Valni ki was a great Vedic sage and scholar. He wote the
Ramayana, one of the npbst inportant histories in Vedic literature.

21. Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu is described in Vaisnava literature as
the nmost nerciful incarnation of God because He distributed | ove of
Godhead freely, w thout consideration of one's caste, color or creed. He
appeared in Bengal in 1486 and is al so known as "the Gol den Avatara"



because of Hi s beautiful golden conplexion. Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu
enphasi zed the chanting of the maha-mantra--Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Ramm, Hare Rama, Rana Rama, Hare Hare.

22. These four holy cities of India are hundreds of mles apart.

23. Vai neans "without," and kuntha neans "anxiety." Thus in
Vai kunt ha (the ki ngdom of God) there is no anxiety. The Vai kunt ha
planets are in the spiritual realm far beyond the material universes,
and everyone there lives in eternal bliss and know edge, rendering
devotional service to Lord Visnu (Krsna).

24, Forty thousand |ight-years equal over 235 quadrillion mles.

25. The gopis are the cowherd girls of Vrndavana, and their
absorption in Krsna consciousness and |ove for Krsna are unexcell ed.
However, one should never conpare the loving affairs of Krsna and the
gopis, which are conpletely transcendental, to nundane sexual affairs.
Wi le leading lives of celibacy and extrene austerity, Lord Caitanya and
the six Gosvamis were constantly absorbed in the nood of the gopis.
Chi ef anbng the gopis is Srimati Radhar ani

26. Kanmsa was the greatest denon of his tine, and Krsna's nost

persi stent eneny as well. In Krsna, the Suprene Personality of Godhead
(a sunmary study of the Tenth Canto of Srinad-Bhagavatam), Srila
Prabhupada tells how Kansa tried many tinmes to kill Krsna. Finally,

Krsna killed Kansa with H's bare hands in the westling arena of
Mat hur a.

27. Putana was a fearsone denpbness sent by Kamsa to Vrndavana to
kill Krsna. She sneared deadly poi son on her breast and offered it to
baby Krsna to suck. Krsna well aware of her intentions, sucked out her
life air and killed her.
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